BEAUMONT
URBAN FOREST MANAGEMENT STRATEGY
INFORMATION SHEET
WHAT IS AN URBAN FOREST?
The urban forest is comprised of both planted and naturally
established trees, across a spectrum of species and sizes,
and located in various settings ranging from the urban core
to remnant forests within Beaumont’s urban boundary. The
urban forest is made up of trees, shrubs and other supporting
vegetation on our streets, parks, residential and commercial
properties, and natural areas of the City.

WHY DOES BEAUMONT NEED AN
URBAN FOREST MANAGEMENT
STRATEGY?
A comprehensive Urban Forest Management Strategy (UFMS)
provides municipalities with an action plan complete with
the information, recommendations and resources needed
to sustainably manage the City’s urban forest. Without a
strategy in place, trees and vegetation within the City can go
unmanaged, resulting in a reactionary approach to tree care.
The financial and environmental benefits of a managed tree
canopy are increasingly well understood for municipalities. For
quick reference, this brief provides an overview of urban trees,
maintenance, services, and benefits provided by the urban
forest.
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HOW MUCH CARE DO TREES
REALLY NEED?
For a newly planted tree, the root system will be well
established after one year and the tree will be well
established after three years, provided it is regularly
watered, observed for disease, and protected from possible
environmental threats that could inflict damage, such as
construction activity, vehicle damage, animals or insects.
Our short growing season and extreme cold also makes
growing conditions challenging, so often, trees take up to
five years to establish.
In urban areas, a tree’s success is dependent on the level of
care or maintenance performed on a planted tree, which
supports tree establishment, survival, growth, condition,
and longevity. The size of a tree and its leaf area has a direct
connection to the level of benefits generated by a tree.
This means to get the greatest value out of our trees, we
must take care of older, mature trees which exponentially
outperform smaller, younger trees.
For the municipality to save money, conserving established
tree stands takes much less investment than planting and
caring for new trees.
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WHAT MUNICIPAL SERVICES DO
TREES PROVIDE?
Urban forests are increasingly recognized for
providing environmental, social, aesthetic, functional
and economic benefits. In recent years, studies have
identified the ability of trees in the urban environment
to perform a number of valuable services such as:

Wet weather control - The canopy and root systems of
urban trees help to reduce strain on city infrastructure
by absorbing precipitation, reducing the pollutants
entering city water systems, and reducing erosion.

Additional tax revenues - Trees have been shown
to improve property values for both residential and
commercial buildings which increase assessed values
and provide the municipality with additional tax revenue.

Carbon sequestration - In addition to removing air
pollution, trees also capture and store carbon as they
grow, keeping it out of the atmosphere; helping to
mitigate costs associated with negative climate effects.

			

Heating/Cooling Costs – Trees that are located near
homes and other structures help to reduce energy
bills. Tree canopies provide shade to buildings in the
summer, reducing cooling costs; while in the winter,
their structures reduce the cooling effect of winds,
helping to lower heating bills. Furthermore, trees
provide cooling benefits to areas susceptible to heat
island effect such as parking lots and urban cores.

Green Infrastructure - In general, planting and
maintaining trees can result in enhanced environmental
performance while at the same time reducing
development costs when compared to traditional storm
water management approaches. While there will always
be a need for traditional/grey infrastructure, green
infrastructure can complement traditional methods to
help reduce energy costs and create more livable cities
for the future.
Trees serve as green infrastructure in urban areas by
intercepting rainfall via canopy capture, transpiration,
improved infiltration, deeper percolation along root
channels and water tables, thereby reducing pressure on
grey infrastructure.

GROWING OUR URBAN FOREST

P. 2

WHERE DO THESE SERVICES GET REALIZED?
On public streets where trees improve attractiveness, manage water runoff, and
provide shade.
In parks where trees provide nesting areas and refuge for small animals and preserve
important wildlife corridors. In the warmer months, trees in parks create a pleasant,
comfortable environment for outdoor activities, recreation, picnic areas and bird
watching. Planting in park spaces is a great opportunity to diversify tree species.
In business parks where trees can act as noise buffers from street traffic, greatly
improve aesthetics, provide natural barriers or act as separators between businesses,
and decrease temperatures caused by heat island effect in heavily paved areas such
as roadways and parking lots.

BEAUMONT’S URBAN FOREST AT A GLANCE:
Beaumont currently has an
inventory of approximately

9,300

This leaves a remaining

134 Hectares

planted trees on public property.

Beaumont currently has

of open space capable of
tree planting in parks alone.

143 Hectares
Out of Beaumont’s total land area
of 1,048 Hectares, approximately

55 Hectares
are covered by tree
canopy. That’s only

5.26%
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of open park space.

Of that, the existing tree
canopy covers

6.44%
or about

9 Hectares

As the City continues to
grow, opportunities to
expand the urban forest will
also Grow
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COSTS OF PLANTING VS MAINTAINING EXISTING TREES

While planting and establishment costs vary by species,
generally, time-of-planting costs can account for 80% or more
of total maintenance related costs during the life of a tree.

Once established, an existing tree costs the least amount to maintain,
having already invested the bulk of maintenance costs by the City.

The approximate cost of replacing a tree with a sapling is
$2,000 per tree (adjusted for species, condition and location)
plus the higher up-front cost of planting.

The costs of not planting or maintaining existing
trees are realized as ‘benefits forgone’. Meaning the
cost savings trees provide through services related
to water management, shade, air pollution filtration,
etc. are lost.

“The
return on
trees is significant:
for each dollar spent on
maintenance, between
$1.88 - $12.76 in benefits
are realized
each year.”

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Phone: (780) 929-8782

www.beaumont.ab.ca/659/Urban-Forestry

City of Beaumont Facebook page

Email: environment@beaumont.ab.ca
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