Stormwater Management Facilities (SWMF)
All SWMFs in Beaumont play an important role when it comes
to water quantity and quality. Each facility catches and stores
rain water and snow melt, improves water quality and is home
to many wildlife species. All the water treated in Beaumont’s
facilities flows to the North Saskatchewan River.

Did you
know?

The vegetation growing around your SWMF plays a very important role.
Native plants such as willows, poplar trees, sedges and grasses naturally
grow in and around water bodies. These plants have numerous benefits
and play an important role in the overall health of our Region’s water
supply. Native vegetation around these facilities help prevent and reduce
erosion, absorb toxins, provide wildlife habitat, and filter out excess
nutrients. Their presence also helps prevent the spread of invasive
species, such as thistle and scentless chamomile.

Native vegetation helps:
Prevent and reduce erosion
Absorb toxins
Provide wildlife habitat
Filter out excess nutrients

Increased
Biodiversity

Naturalized buffer zones around SWMFs help valuable species
flourish, including pollinator insects such as bees. Diverse vegetation
also encourages the presence of dragonflies and songbirds which
help to control mosquito populations in the summer months.

Naturalized buffer zones help
valuable species flourish

What not
to do:

• Do not cut or remove any vegetation
in or near a SWMF. If you notice a high
population of invasive species, contact
us at 780-929-8782.
• Do not put any fish or aquatic pets in
a SWMF or flush them down the toilet!
Although these little guys may look
harmless in your fish tank, they can
become a huge problem. Did you know
that Goldfish are an invasive species in
Alberta? They pose a significant threat
to native fish species and can be very
expensive to get rid of.
• Do not swim in or skate on SWMF.
They may appear to be a nice spot for
recreational activities, but the water in
these facilities contains pollutants that
drain from the street (gasoline, oils,
antifreeze, street salts) and nearby lawns
(animal waste, herbicides, fertilizers).
During the winter months, these facilities
collect early snowmelt with street salts that
can cause the ice to melt and thin quickly.
Enjoy these facilities from a distance to
keep your family and pets safe!
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