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1 Project Introduction
1.1 Background
In 2010, a Community Service Needs Assessment was conducted for the Town of Beaumont. The
needs assessment evaluated the need for indoor and outdoor facility development, and
recommended priorities for recreational facility development. As part of this study, general
open space planning recommendations were also made including the development of an
open space classification system and the development of a Trails Master Plan. The findings
served as a catalyst for the development of several open space related documents including
the Parks Design Standards (2012) and the Open Space Framework Plan (2013).
The Park Design Standards serves as a tool to convey the Town’s desired allocation of open
space to developers. As part of this document, a general open space classification system was
produced with some recommendation for the development of the various levels of open space.
Subsequent to the Park Design Standards, the Open Space Framework Plan was completed as a
precursor to an Open Space and Trails Master Plan. The study included a review of numerous
planning documents related to open space development. Included in the document was
recommendation modification to the open space classification system identified in the Park
Design Standards. New open space categories and a trail classification system were proposed
to be verified as part of the Open Space and Trails Plan. In addition, the plan also proposed
principles and guidelines for the planning, acquisition, development and maintenance of
municipal open space.
With a substantial amount of background information compiled as a result of the three
aforementioned studies, the Town retained the services of EDA Collaborative in 2014 to develop
an Open Space and Trails Master Plan.

1.2 Purpose
The intent of the Open Space and Trails Master Plan is to guide the development of future open
space and trail system components in the community. The plan includes principles and
guidelines for future development as well as recommendations for future open space and trail
priorities, both new and redeveloped. The plan evaluates the Town’s existing land base but also
considers the future development within the Town limits and beyond, should the Town's
application for annexation be successful.
The following figure depicts the sequencing of background studies that preceded the Open
Space Plan.
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Figure 1: Open Space Framework Plan Process Diagram

1.3 Relation of Open Space and Trails Plan to Other Planning Document
The table to the right broadly
outlines the relation between
this Open Space and Trails
Master Plan and other
provincial, regional and
municipal planning documents.
Each document plays a role in
the planning and development
of open space within Beaumont
and should be consistent with
one another, where possible to
avoid confusion.

PROVINCIAL

Municipal
Government Act

REGIONAL

MUNICIPAL

Growing Forward
(Capital Region
Board)

Inter-Municipal
Development
Plan

Municipal
Development Plan

Area
Redevelopment
Plans (CARP)

Area Structure
Plans/ Outline
Plans

Strategic Plan

Open Space
and Trails
Master Plan

Other Master
Plans

Land Use Bylaw

Figure 2: Outline of Beaumont's
Planning Documents (Right)

Redistricting

Subdivisions
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Development
Permits

1.4 Why Open Space Planning is Important
Open space is an integral component of the urban fabric. Conscientiously designed municipal
open space systems can improve the quality of life of residents and enhance the appeal of a
community. More specifically, a municipality's open space system may offer the following
benefits:
Recreation:
 Provides opportunities for passive
and active recreation, with a
secondary benefit of improving
physical and mental health.
Transportation:
 Enhances
the
transportation
network
by
providing
opportunities for non-motorized
transportation, with a secondary
benefit of reduced carbon
emissions.
Economic:
 Close proximity to passive use
parks and aesthetic open space
areas
/
streetscapes
can
enhance property values and
tax revenues and can serve as
an attraction to new residents
and tourists.
 By offering residents improved
quality of life, proximity to open
space
systems
can
also
Figure 3: Open Space Benefits
contribute to the salability and
value of properties and can also
be a contributing factor in attracting new residents and even tourists to a municipality.
Aesthetic:
 Beautify a community through streetscapes, parks, and open spaces improvements and
urban forestry.
Environment:
 Contributes to ecological diversification and habitat protection / creation.
 Open space and the vegetation within can be an effective tool for storm water
management by slowing and reducing runoff volume (can improve flood control) and
improving water quality.
 Plants can help mitigate CO2 emissions through photosynthesis and absorb pollutants.
Social:
 Provides spaces where people of various ages, economic standing and cultural
background can gather in small or large groups either informally or formally. Bringing
people of different walks of life together in a common pursuit can also have the secondary
benefit of breading tolerance and understanding for people’s differences.
 Parks and natural(ized) areas can help educate children on ecosystems and natural
processes and can enhance creativity and serenity.
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1.5 How Does Open Space Planning Align with the Strategic Plan
As stated in Beaumont's 2015-2020 Strategic Plan, the Town's mission is to "provide quality
programs and services to residents, visitors and business community so that life is better in
Beaumont". To achieve this goal, the Strategic Plan identifies eleven strategic outcomes under
five broad categories. Two outcomes in particular are in line with what the Open Space and
Trails Master Plan will achieve. The outcomes and their associated performance measures are
listed below:

People Services
"...Excellence in planning and implementation of programs delivered to residents is
essential for maintaining a high quality of life in Beaumont.


Strategic Outcome 5.2: "Beaumont makes available a broad range of programs,
activities and services designed to make life better in Beaumont". Performance
Measures include:
•

"Percentage of residents surveyed who report satisfaction with programs,
activities and services offered";

•

"Percentage of program space utilization"; and

•

"Square metres of public outdoor recreational space per capita."

Smart Growth
"Smart growth reflects strong environmental stewardship, a balance between residential and
non-residential growth, residential areas with distinct identities, a variety of housing types,
green spaces, sustainable and affordable infrastructures."


Strategic Outcome 6.2: " Beaumont utilizes smart growth principles in its planning
activities". Performance Measures include:
•

"Number and description of new green initiatives implemented"; and

•

"Number of kilometres of trails and sidewalks per capita."
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2 Community Consultation
A program of public and stakeholder consultation was undertaken to provide some information
upon which to base the Master Plan. The program was intended to augment the
comprehensive consultation completed as part of the 2010 Community Services Needs
Assessment. The consultation activities for this plan were conducted to better understand the
current context.
A number of components were included in the consultation program. These included:


a web-based public survey;



a web-based survey of community organizations;



several discussion sessions (private developers; sport organizations; Beaumont and District
Agricultural Society); and



a focus group
representatives).

with

internal

parties

(Town

administration

and

School

Division

The findings from each component are noted below.

2.1 Public Survey
An online survey was available on the Town’s website for residents to complete. The survey was
accessible from the end of May 2014 through to June 21st, 2014. In total responses were
received from 160 individuals. Assuming a random distribution of respondents, the margin of error
is +7.7% 19 times out of 20. In other words, if the survey was to be fielded 20 times then the
responses would be within +7.7% in 19 of those occasions. The findings from the survey are
presented below.

Current Facility Usage
To begin the survey, respondents were asked to identify the frequency of use / visitation in the
previous 12 months of a number of Town-owned outdoor recreation facilities, parks, and trails. As
illustrated in the following graph community/parks trails were the most utilized outdoor amenity;
97% of households used these amenities in the previous year with approximately three-quarters
(74%) of them using them twenty-one or more times. Small neighbourhood parks & playgrounds
were the next most utilized outdoor amenity – 94% of respondents used them of which 54%
utilized trails at least twenty-one times. The grass / sand volleyball courts were used by the fewest
proportion of households (9% used them).
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Figure 4: Frequency of Use in Previous 12 Months

Facility Enhancement
Respondents were then asked to identify any enhancements or improvements that could be
addressed at the aforementioned outdoor facilities and amenities. Comments made by at least
five respondents included the following:














Trail system needs to be expanded. Current elements need to be connected to the
greater system. (27 mentions)
The dog park needs to be improved. (14)
More trees should be planted along trails & in parks. (11)
Montrose Park needs additional landscaping. (10)
Montrose Park needs a playground. (10)
Clearing of trails in the winter needs to be improved. (9)
Additional benches and picnic tables are needed along trails and in park areas. (9)
Drainage needs to be addressed. Some areas and parts along the trails can often be
underwater or mucky. (8)
Exercise areas and equipment should be available in parks and along the trails. (7)
Four Seasons Park should be expanded with more park area. (6)
More garbage bins are needed. As well some need to be emptied more frequently. (5)
Additional washrooms would be beneficial. (5)
There is a need for additional playgrounds and playground equipment. (5)
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Trail Use
Respondents identified the various activities their household participates in on the trails. As
illustrated in the following graph, 94% of households use the trails for a place to walk. Eighty-four
percent cycle on the trails.

Figure 5: Trail Activities by Household

Use of Trails for Transportation
Over three-quarters (78%) of respondents indicated that they use the trail system as a
transportation corridor. See the following graph.

Figure 6: Are the Trails used for Transportation?
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Trail Development
Finally, respondents were presented with several statements regarding the development and
provision of trails in Beaumont. For each statement they were asked to indicate their level of
agreement. As presented in the following graph, approximately three-quarters (74%) of
respondents strongly agreed that paved trails should be maintained and cleared throughout
the year. Approximately two-thirds (62%) strongly agreed that trails should be considered for
transportation as well as recreation and fitness. At the other end of the spectrum, 16% strongly
agreed (and 41% agreed) that expansion of the trail network should take precedence over
ensuring the quality of all trails.

Figure 7: Levels of Agreement with Trail Provision Considerations

New / Upgraded Facility Development
An overwhelming majority (94%) of respondents stated that new / upgraded outdoor facilities
should be developed in Beaumont.

Figure 8: Should New / Upgraded Outdoor Amenities be Developed in Beaumont?
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Priorities for Development
As illustrated, the trail system is the top priority. 72% identified it as one of their top five priorities.
Playgrounds were considered a top priority by more than half of respondents (55%).

Figure 9: Facility Development Priorities

General Comments
Respondents were able to provide comments concerning the future planning of open space
and trails in Beaumont. Comments made by at least four respondents include:









The town is growing so services and facilities need to grow to service this. (6 mentions)
Playground/park development is needed in Montrose. (5)
Maintain some natural areas / spaces in town. (5)
Only develop things if they can be maintained. Some challenges currently with this. (5)
There needs to be more amenities on the trails – e.g. benches, vegetation (trees, flowers),
fountains, lights (5)
A park is needed in Place Chaleureuse. (4)
Ensure developers follow through on park and trail development. (4)
The trails need to be cleared in the winter. (4)
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Respondent Profile
Respondent Characteristics
Proportion
Do you own or rent your home?
Own
99%
Rent
1%
How long have you lived in Beaumont?
< 1 year
3%
1-5 years
42%
6-10 years
24%
> 10 years
30%
Do you expect to be living in Beaumont for the next five years?
Yes
96%
Not sure
4%
No
1%
What is the proportion of population amongst respondents in each segment?
0-9 years
28%
10-19 years
12%
20-29 years
6%
30-39 years
24%
40-59 years
21%
60 years and older
10%

2.2 Community Organization Survey
The Town invited community organizations to complete an online survey to provide some insight
into the future service considerations regarding open space and trails. Responses were provided
by three identified organizations: Beaumont Bandits High School Football Team; Lapointe
Council – Knights of Columbus; and drop-in tennis.
These organizations identified improvements to the outdoor facilities they currently utilize.




Beaumont Bandits – call for a turf field with lights and spectator stands to accommodate
not only their own use but would facilitate many other activities.
Knights of Columbus – host small car races on 50th Avenue but could use other, less busy
venues if another hillside paved strip existed.
Tennis – would like to have lighted courts and ultimately two other courts added to current
provision.

All three groups agreed that new / upgraded facilities are needed in Beaumont. Components
identified included:







Track & field spaces
Comprehensive trail system
BMX bicycle park
Picnic areas
Natural areas / wetlands
Ball diamonds







Outdoor skating rinks
Artificial turf field
Outdoor fitness equipment
Paved hillside strip
Tennis courts

The Bandits have plans to improve the field and buildings used. The other two groups have no
facility plans that involve outdoor infrastructure. The Knights of Columbus is involved in the
community centre project however.
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2.3 External Discussion Sessions
Three sessions were convened to discuss the Town’s current provision of open space and trails as
well thoughts about future provision. The three sessions were with outdoor sport groups, private
developers working in Beaumont, and the Beaumont and District Agricultural Society. In each
instance the Town extended the invitations and managed the rsvp process. A summary of the
findings from each session is presented below.

Outdoor Sport Groups
This session was attended by five individuals representing four distinct groups: minor baseball;
minor soccer; women’s soccer (Belles); and the tennis association.
A Current Assessment
Soccer (children and youth)





Canal Leblanc fields are in poor condition with flooding impacting one of the fields.
Parking is extremely limited.
Four Seasons Park – one of the fields is in a marshy area
Dansereau field (new) has a slope across the field which impacts play.
At the Gobeil Park there are concerns about unsafe parking.

Baseball (children and youth)





Half the diamonds are school diamonds which is where young kids play; other half are
town facilities
Most diamonds are in poor shape – this impacts the interests of kids to continue with the
sport. Good facilities are needed to build the passion amongst kids
The diamonds at JE LaPointe and Beau Meadow schools are in reasonable shape
Four Seasons Park – good facility but the finish is poor.
- Fields have two crowns in them
- There is no grass barrier between shale in the infield and the dugout

Soccer (adults)



Coloniale is the home field for the Belles
- The body of water there near the field seems to catch a lot of balls
There are difficulties accessing Milieu Park from the northeast corner of Beaumont. The golf
course serves as a barrier.

Tennis





The four courts are at Gobeil Park. They need to be included on any maps the Town
produces. The courts are not very visible.
The courts were repaved ~8 years ago and are in good shape.
Parking is limited and is on private land.
The play park right beside does not appear to be utilized particularly well.

General Discussion - Amenities





Trail system is getting better, it is not nearly as disjointed as it was.
- Connections to amenities in town are good
Promenade park is empty of anything
Flower pots on 50th Street are unattractive
There is a lack of finish on the parks in the community
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General Discussion - Other



The email communication with the Town is effective (i.e. if the email is sent to an incorrect
place then it gets forwarded to the correct person)
There is a problem with vandalism at Four Seasons Park
- Dugouts next to the high school receive a fair bit of vandalism

B Future Provision - Amenities
Soccer (youth)




Four Seasons Park – would like to see completion of the two junior fields.
Dansereau field (new) could have a senior field and 2 junior fields with posts across to give
three fields
There is a need for additional fields in the next few years, particularly in the U10-U12 years.

Baseball (youth)


The sport is growing and it is expected that without additional diamonds the enrolment will
need to be capped.

Soccer (adult)


Would like to see a path across the golf course to facilitate access from the homes north of
the course to Milieu Park.

Tennis



Would like to see two more courts on the south part of the site.
Have a desire to light the courts which would allow more play but could also help deter
some undesirable behaviour that exists at the site.

Trail system


Would like to see more natural trails

Amenity development







Would like bathrooms at the fields
There is a need to protect any natural areas (tree stands, creeks, etc)
More beautification on 50th street and throughout the Town is needed
There seems to be a lack of finish on parks; there needs to be some ornamental aspects or
nice finish with landscaping
Consider pickle ball as a new activity
Need more snow bank rinks and boarded rinks – consider this in every quadrant

Future Provision - Other







The Town should convene quarterly meetings with the user groups to discuss issues etc
There needs to be better promotion of facilities / amenities in Beaumont. For example the
Nature Park in south east is one that people don’t know about – seems to be treated as a
local park
If an amenity is sport specific then it should be up to the sport to fund it (i.e. batting cages);
if however the amenity is one that the public could use then the Town should fund much of
it – if it helps everyone then the Town should fund
To deter vandalism consider installation of motion detectors to turn on lights or patrol more
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Consider a card system to gain access to skateboard park so kids have a sense of
ownership

2.4 Private Developers
This session was attended by three private developers: United Communities; Avillia
Developments; and MLC.





Avillia is developing Forest Heights, which is located south of 50th Avenue, east of Parc
Glenbrae
MLC is developing Triomphe Estates which is east of Parc Nature and south of Forest
Heights; second development in Eaglemont Heights which is west of Rue Eaglemont to
Range Road 243
United Communities is developing Dansereau Meadow which is in the northwest corner of
Beaumont.

The attendees generally offered a number of points for consideration as the Master Plan is being
developed.






There is a need for the Town to provide an overall strategy for trail and park development.
This will be beneficial to the developers and help them plan their own neighbourhood
development. The Master Plan can be that strategy.
- It will indicate the overall plan for trail development and connectivity and thus
provide insight into the type, finish, and location of trail development. It will also help
to understand the type of open space and amenities needed in each
neighbourhood.
- Standards for different trails and parks would be beneficial.
The culture of working together (Town with developers; Town with residents) could use
some improvement. This could be facilitated through improved communication amongst
all parties. Residents need to have a clear understanding of overall plans in the community
as well as the parties responsible for the various components.
The developers would like to be considered an important stakeholder and would like to be
consulted more including throughout the Master Plan process.

2.5 Beaumont and District Agricultural Society (BADAS)
BADAS owns approximately 73 acres on a site west of Beaumont. They have been there for
approximately twelve years. The parcel of land is within the area identified by the Town in its
annexation plans. BADAS is currently examining its options for the space and have undertaken a
study for the development of an agriplex with the addition of program rooms. Some
conversations have occurred with the Town (and County) regarding this.
The south portion of the site has the majority of the built infrastructure. The Society is firm in its
position of retaining this portion to deliver its programs. This site has served as a venue for special
events and could continue to do so. BADAS is willing to consider possibilities for the north portion
of its land and would certainly entertain discussions to better serve the community and its
constituents.
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2.6 Internal Discussion Session
An internal discussion session was convened with representatives from the Town as well as
representatives from Black Gold Schools and STAR Catholic Schools. The list of attendees is
presented in the following table.
Name
Dave Dmytryshyn
Ilona Molnar
Otshabeng Otshabang
Kerry Eggie
Gilbert Morin
Kathy Lewin
Corinne Holm
Dylan Delleray
Christine Ivanc
Dan Chalifoux

Organization
Town - Manager, Community & Protective Services
Town - Director, Recreation and Culture
Town - Director, Parks and Facilities
Town - Parks and Facilities Maintenance
Town - Supervisor, Public Works
Town - Director, Infrastructure Services
Black Gold Schools - Teacher & Resident of Beaumont
Ecole Coloniale Estates School - Teacher & Resident
Ecole Bellevue School VP and Resident
STAR Catholic School - Trustee

Attendees discussed the current and future provision of open space and trails in Beaumont. An
overview of the comments follows.

Trails
There is a good network of trails to get around town and they are well used
 In a number of places there is a need to transfer from trails to sidewalk and back
 It is difficult to cross 50 St
 West of 50 St is better connected for trails; more work is needed on the east
 Good network to shopping, although some trails end at parking lots
 Colonial Estates school – trails are well used & lots of green space there
 Trail around the school helps minimize congestion at the school as people can pick up their
kids at multiple places
 Traffic patterns for children walking to school – need to consider that as school boundaries
have changed
 The far northwest is cut off – no trail for kids to get to school
 Maybe have longer walk lights over 50 St or a pedestrian overpass
 Trails bring people to places
 Appreciate the trails that go to the parks
 Want more trails to reach destinations
 Wants a greater variety of trail surfaces
 People want stopping points on the trails which may include outdoor equipment
 Only 1 type of trail now and there is low levels of maintenance at the outskirts of town
 The trees are too close to the trails which impacts the equipment used to maintain the trails
 A variety of trails is needed including natural trails
 Options for crossing the golf course are needed

Open Space





Would like more natural areas
- There is no designated natural park
- Nature park – the perimeter of the lake is chewed up mounds
- The lake south of nature park needs a trail around it
More signage and education is needed particularly around what is/ is not an off leash area.
Four Seasons Park – there is congestion especially with talk of more diamonds
- Consider industrial areas (north west just off 50 St. as a good place for more diamonds)
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Bellvue Park, JP Lapointe Park, and Promenade Park are locations where some nuisance
occurs. Some strategies to help address this would be good.
Want bathroom buildings at parks and more picnic tables.
- Now they have porta potties at the sport fields while the season is in – maybe look at
putting them in parks
Dovetail the storm water management into the master plan
- Connect the ponds over land rather than underground – this could add some features
to the landscape and park system
- Drainage issues at the pond in the southwest
There is a need for more wide open green space without playgrounds to enable spontaneous
use (including a toboggan hill)
Consider more natural storm water facilities with a variety of edge conditions – drainage
should not be a last thought. Include these considerations in an open space plan.
Leblanc Canal is County owned but its right of way is in Town – collaboration between
municipalities is necessary

School needs





STAR needs a second K-9 school in town, this is a priority; then they will look to a high school
(Note: two new K-9 school sites are currently in the process of being redistricted in Place
Chaleurouse and Four Season's Recreation Area).
Black Gold district – talk about a new school in southeast quadrant which could possibly
replace Lapointe school
School size and location are important to minimize transportation costs

2.7 Public Review
Upon completion of a draft Master Plan, the public were invited to an open house to review key
components of the draft and provide comment. An open house was hosted on February 19,
2015 in the foyer of Ecole Secondaire Beaumont Composite High School from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
The Town promoted the open house broadly and through specific invitations to groups and
individuals with a particular interest in the Master Plan. The information presented at the open
house was also available on the Town’s website along with a means to provide feedback. In
total comments were received from thirteen respondents – all residents of Beaumont. A synopsis
of the responses is provided below.

Findings
Respondents were able to provide general comments on the open space elements of the
Master Plan and on the trail components. Twelve respondents provided comment on the open
space components while and twelve commented on the trail components.
Open Space
A variety of comments were provided by respondents. There were calls for more natural space,
outdoor exercise component, and an enhanced off leash park. Comments made by more than
one respondent are noted below.
 There is a need for additional park space downtown. The former Shell site would be a good
location for this park.
 More park space is needed in Beaumont. This is particularly important in a community that is
growing as quickly as Beaumont is.
 Additional sport amenities are needed including soccer and ball diamonds.
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Trails
A range of comments were provided by respondents that ranged from more trees along trails,
sponsored furniture, and the need for a trail map. Comments made by multiple respondents
include the following.
 The trail system needs to connect the entire community to enable people to safely move
around the community.
 Sidewalks are part of the trail system. Consideration needs to be given to people who ride
their bikes on trails but are not supposed to ride on sidewalks.
 Some trails cross roadways. As such safety needs to be taken into consideration for trail users
to safely cross roads.
 Some interpretation and points of interest along the trail system would be welcome.

2.8 Conclusions
Several conclusions can be drawn from the consultation elements.











The trail system is highly valued and used. Continued development is desired; it is important to
ensure connectivity of all elements. The trails are used year round, as such they should be
cleared in the winter.
There is a need for enhanced beautification along the trails and in the park space generally.
This may involve enhanced tree (vegetation) planting as well as the clearing of debris and
dirt mounds.
Maintaining natural areas is desired as a place of wildlife refuge, sanctuary for residents, and
for beautification purposes.
Some concern was expressed regarding drainage issues on some fields and along some trails.
At the same time there was a call to develop more pathways and seating nodes around
storm water management ponds. The storm water facilities need to be integrated into the
Open Space Master Plan. As well there needs to be standards for development of open
space and trails that is implemented and enforced. It also needs to be communicated to all
parties including developers and residents.
Sports fields and diamonds are well used but may be nearing capacity, particularly at the
youth level.
The Montrose neighbourhood needs park and playground development. In fact there were
calls for additional playgrounds and playground equipment around Beaumont.
It is important to ensure proper maintenance of existing resources is implemented. It does not
appear consistent and needs to be in place, particularly as further development occurs.
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3 Needs Assessment Update
In 2010 the Town of Beaumont completed a Community Services Needs Assessment that
presented a state of open space and trails in the community along with recommendations for
initiatives to further their provision. All of this was presented in the context of the community at
the time.
For the completion of the 2014 Open Space & Trails Master the needs assessment was not
redone. Rather some updates were undertaken, but the intent was to leverage the rich
information gathered and presented in the 2010 report. To update the assessment some
additional consultation activities were undertaken. As well a review of open space and trails
utilization was addressed and an analysis of Beaumont’ population was undertaken.

3.1 Population
Beaumont is a rapidly growing community. Since the 2010 Needs Assessment the town has
grown from 12,586 to 15,828 (2014 Municipal Census). This represents an increase of 25.8% or an
average annual growth rate of 5.9%. In fact since 2004 Beaumont’s population has more than
doubled (7,807 to 15,828).
As stated in the 2013 Census Report, the average age of Beaumont is 31.5 which is much
younger than the province’s (Statistics Canada reports Alberta’s median age is 36.6 in 2011).
Children under 15 comprise approximately 25% of the town’s population (similar to the
proportion in 2010 ~ 26%). The proportion of Beaumont’s 2014 population four years of age and
younger is 9.1%, similar to the 2010 proportion of 9.7% - it is a young community.

3.2 Utilization
Many of the spontaneous use components of the Town’s open space and trail inventory are
being well utilized. As reported in the consultation summary, over half of Beaumont’s households
utilized the trails (97%), neighbourhood parks & playgrounds (94%), Parc Quatre Saisons (90%),
through to the trout pond (59%). Scheduled use facilities such as the soccer pitches (45% of
households used them) and ball diamonds (35%) were utilized by fewer households. See the
following graph.
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Figure 10: Facility Utilization
Considering scheduled use of soccer pitches, there are five senior pitches that are utilized four
evenings per week for games. Practices are fit in as necessary around the games. The two junior
fields see game action four evenings per week as well. Anecdotally, the current provision of
fields is accommodating the current demand although some concerns have been expressed
about maintenance and parking (see the consultation summary).
In terms of ball diamonds, there is league play from minor ball four evenings per week on five
diamonds with t-ball using three other smaller diamonds on school grounds. Most evenings
practices and games consume the available time. There is an adult slo-pitch league that uses 2
slo-pitch diamonds four evenings per week. As with the soccer pitches, the current inventory of
diamonds seems to be meeting league play requirements. Anecdotally however there has been
some call for additional slo-pitch diamonds.

3.3 Considerations
Beaumont is a young and growing community. This would suggest that there will be growing use
and demands for open space and trails within the town. As the town grows and new subdivisions
are developed, it is incumbent upon the Town to adequately plan to ensure adequate provision
of open space elements and trails. This planning needs to consider the current provision and
network of outdoor amenities.
Sport fields & diamonds may accommodate existing use, however the organizations are
reporting increased demand and enrollment, particularly amongst the youth levels. Considering
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the overall growth of the community, there is a need to expand the provision of these facilities in
the community.
An open space and trails system hierarchy and classification system is necessary. These tools will
be beneficial in order to clearly communicate expectations to developers and to manage the
expectations of residents. These tools will have an impact upon development and operational
costs as well. A key purpose of these components however is a shared understanding of the
distribution of open space and trail elements and their accompanying maintenance standards.
Communication between the Town and residents and developers could be enhanced. With
some residents lamenting a lack of playground development and frustration with follow through,
developers are expressing some concerns as well. Clear and shared understanding of open
space and trail development, its standards, and levels of maintenance will help mitigate
unnecessary dissatisfaction and frustration. At the same time a shared understanding will be
useful as service provision is evaluated by all parties. The adoption of this plan and its principles,
recommendations and guidelines will clarify the roles and responsibilities of developers.
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4 Inventory and analysis
4.1 Context and Proposed Annexation
The Town of Beaumont is located 3.2 kilometres south of the
City of Edmonton, within the Leduc County. To accommodate
projected growth over the next 50 years, the Town is seeking to
annex 21 quarter sections of land from Leduc County. The
proposed annexation boundary, shown below, would extend
the Town to the North, South and West, more than doubling
the Town's footprint.

Figure 11: Town Context

Source: http://www.beaumont.ab.ca. Accessed September 15, 2014

Figure 12: Proposed Annexation Boundary
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The annexation, if approved, would have profound effects on the Town’s open space system. It
is therefore imperative that a plan is in place to direct the development of new parks and open
spaces to ensure sufficient supply and appropriate distribution.

4.2 Existing Open Space Supply
Public open space systems are comprised of more than just municipal reserves utilized for parks.
Land acquired for other primary purposes can have the secondary benefit of contributing to the
public open space and recreation system. For example, public utility lots accommodate trail
linkages and storm water management facilities are desired circulation routes for residents.
Similarly, streetscapes proved connectivity by means of associated sidewalks and contribute to
the urban forestry of a community.
The following series of maps presents the use, designation and locations of existing open space
parcels (excluding streetscapes) which contribute to the Town’s open space system.


Map 1: Open Space System outlines open space parcels of various reserve types in
addition to recreation centres, storm water management facilities and the private golf
course.



Map 2: Existing Open Space Usage further defines open space by identifying park and
school sites in addition to recreation centres, storm water management facilities and the
private golf course.



Map 3: Existing Recreation Facilities depicts the type and location of recreational assets
within the open space system.



Map 4: Existing Reserve Designation indicates the location of different types of reserves.



Map 5: Existing Land Zoning shows the zoning of parcels throughout the community.



Map 6: Existing Trail System identifies existing and proposed trails in relation to schools,
parks and recreation centres.
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Map 1: Existing Open Space System
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Map 2: Existing Open Space Usage
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Map 3: Existing Recreation Facilities
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Map 4: Existing Reserve Designation
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Map 5: Existing Land Use Zoning
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Map 6: Existing Trail System
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5 Comparative Policy Analysis
Comparative research was conducted in order to assess how other communities provide and
manage open spaces and trails. Information was gathered from Camrose, Canmore,
Chestermere and Lacombe. Communities selected for the research were identified based on
being of a similar size (~8,000 – 15,000) or situation (e.g. close proximity to a large urban centre)
as Beaumont. Senior staff in the comparable communities were contacted and provided with a
list of questions on a wide range of topics and practices. Identified as follows is a synopsis of the
findings.

5.1 Trail Development & Standards
The comparable communities have varying levels of structure in their approach to trail
development. All of the communities indicated that they are attempting to adhere to more
consistent standards with regards to new trail development (e.g. 2.5 or 3 metre width). However
the majority of the communities indicated that inconsistencies still occur. The Town of Canmore is
in the process of developing a new trail hierarchy to guide development and overall provision.
The hierarchy will help differentiate and set standards for commuter and recreational trails.
Many trails in Canmore are located through or adjacent to popular day-use areas which has
resulted in the Town shifting their planning approach to consider both resident and visitor usage
patterns.
All of the comparable communities clear their paved hard surface trails and do not clear nonpaved trails. However a couple of the communities indicated that they are considering clearing
selected high usage soft surface trails in order to encourage increased usage and enhance
safety.

5.2 Parks and Open Space Amenities & Maintenance
The communities take a variety of different approaches to providing support amenities and
overall maintenance. Chestermere and Canmore have invested in permanent washroom
facilities for high traffic spaces (e.g. major community parks, trail heads). The majority of
communities place portable washroom at major sport fields during the spring, summer and fall in
order to accommodate community use and tournaments.
Similar to the discussion around trail standards, a number of the communities are attempting to
be more consistent and structured in their approach to amenities such as signage, benches and
garbage receptacles in parks and along trails. The Town of Chestermere’s recent Master
Recreation Plan outlined a number of recommendations to help guide maintenance standards
and amenities. However in other instances the need for amenities is determined on an “as
needed” basis by administration and Council.
The City of Camrose engages various community groups and organizations to assist with
maintenance tasks such as graffiti removal, vandalism, and garbage pick-up. The City of
Lacombe has also worked with individual volunteers and groups to maintain, groom and clear
trails.
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5.3 Natural Areas
All four of the comparable communities have developed plans which to varying degrees guide
the protection and management of natural areas. The City of Lacombe has put in place a
Natural Spaces Management Plan which helps the City ensure that natural spaces and native
species are protected. The City does not cut around sensitive or natural areas and, when
possible, attempts to reclaim soil and native species when developing playground and park
spaces.
The Town of Chestermere’s Area Structure Plans have identified sensitive areas that require
special consideration and protection. The Town’s Landscape Design Guidelines and Municipal
Development Plan additionally have limited policy statements related to tree conservation, park
sites and Municipal Reserve allocations. A statement in the MDP identifies that “the Town will
support the protection and conservation of natural areas within private developments and/or
within the public open space system where such areas are characterized by significant
biophysical functions or features.” The Town has also taken steps to protect its valued and highly
sought after wetland areas. A recent Wetland Inventory and Assessment identified areas that
should be protected and a Wetland Bylaw is currently being developed to protect these areas.
The Town of Canmore has instituted a number of methods to protect its natural spaces. The
Town has identified selected natural areas for re-naturalization and in some cases have
reintroduced native species and reduced or eliminated the mowing of these areas. The Town
has increasingly put a focus on human use management through techniques such as new trail
development (in order to route people away from sensitive areas), dismantling of illegal trails,
signage and education.
The City of Camrose has a Boulevard Tree Policy in place to help preserve and manage urban
and residential vegetation. The City’s engagement of various community organizations has also
helped create ambassadors that can play a key role advocacy role.

5.4 Open Space Acquisition & Development
Municipal Reserve allocations continue to be the main acquisition mechanisms for parks and
open space land in all of the comparable communities. All of the comparable communities
require 10% from developers as per the Municipal Government Act. However differing practices
exist among the comparable communities with regards to the type of land accepted and
development standards.
The City of Lacombe’s Recreation and Culture Master Plan suggested a number of approaches
to help guide Municipal Reserve allocations and ensure that the lands accepted can meet the
needs of the community for future parks, playgrounds and other public development.
Suggested approaches include ensuring that the full 10% of Municipal Reserve land is accepted
(not accepting cash in lieu) and restricting the acceptance of areas with limited recreational
use such as storm water ponds.
The Town of Canmore requires the full 10% MR dedication in all residential subdivisions and full
cash in lieu in cases where dedication is not possible such as commercial and industrial
subdivisions. The Town has also required that developer develop the Municipal Reserve lands to
an appropriate standard.

29 | P a g e
Beaumont Open Space + Trails Master Plan

The Town of Chestermere’s Municipal Development Plan outlines that "Major recreational parks
(20+ acres) will be created at central locations within residential areas." In some instances, the
Town negotiates with developers to gain additional lands (above the 10%) in order to maximize
the provision of open space in communities or public spaces.
The City of Camrose has developed internal protocols and processes to help guide open space
acquisition and development. The City’s Community Services Parks Section looks after all open
space planning and reviews all development plans submitted to the Planning and Development
Department.

5.5 Storm Water Management
The City of Lacombe’s low-lying characteristics have resulted in the City investing heavily in
storm water facilities. The City attempts to maximize the recreational use of these areas for
activities such as walking/running, skating and fishing. Although risks exist with allowing skating on
storm water ponds, the City has made the decision to acknowledge and accept the risk. Design
of trails around storm water ponds has placed an emphasis on ensuring that adequate loops
and connections exist. Municipal Reserve in Lacombe does abut storm water areas in Lacombe.
There is not presently a major push in Lacombe for low impact development facilities such as
bio-retention, swales, and rain boxes.
The Town of Chestermere has attempted to integrate storm water management facilities into
the open space and trail system. There are standard setbacks from storm water facilities and
most neighbourhoods have Municipal Reserve space that is directly adjacent to storm ponds. In
recent years there has been an increasing push for low impact development facilities. The
Landscape Guidelines and Municipal Development Plan state low impact development is
encouraged and should be applied where practical. The Town is currently finalizing a Storm
water Master Plan.
The Town of Canmore has historically allowed storm water facilities to be developed in parks
and open spaces but is attempting to limit the practice; especially in the context of land
accepted as Municipal Reserve. The Town has worked to develop trails around storm water
facilities where suitable.

5.6 Off-Leash Provision
The provision of dog off leash areas is in a state of flux in many of the comparable communities.
Current situations faced by Lacombe, Chestermere and Canmore are summarized as follow:





The City of Lacombe recently shut down a dog off leash area to accommodate
commercial development. The identification of a new site is ongoing.
The Town of Chestermere currently provides one designated dog-off leash area however
the recent Master Recreation Master Plan recommends that the site be relocated. An
alternate site has not yet been selected.
The Town of Canmore faces a number of wildlife related issues and barriers to providing
off-leash areas (e.g. existence of bears, cougars, coyotes). Current off-leash areas in the
Town are built away from other park spaces.
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6 Open Space Plan
6.1 Open Space Vision
Picture this, riding your bike to work along treed paths, lunching in a park within walking distance
from your work, or watching your child play a soccer game while your youngest child plays on a
play structure. The vision is an open space system rich in a diversity of functions that is healthy,
aesthetic, useable and accessible to all residents of Beaumont.

6.2 Open Space Principles:
Six open space principles are identified to help achieve the open space vision. The principles
are a set of values that will be utilized when acquiring, planning or developing open space. The
principles are defined in the following,:
1. Strategically Acquire Open Space
The Town should actively plan for the future acquisition of open space to ensure the open
space supply and location can best serve all residents of Beaumont.
2. Ensure Diversity in the Open Space System
Beaumont`s open space system should include a range of functions and aesthetics to offer
residents more choice and variety when selecting their open space experience.
3. Design open spaces based on current and anticipated demand
Demographics and recreation trends evolve with time. Open space acquisition and
design should look beyond the current needs of residents to consider ways of planning for
future open space requirements.
4. Create an open space system that is accessible to all residents of Beaumont regardless of
age, ability or finances.
Recreation can improve physical and mental health. Beaumont`s open space system
plays a huge role in offering residents recreational opportunities and should therefore be
developed to include a variety of opportunities for people of all ages - young children,
youth, adults and seniors. Facilities should also accommodate people with both physical
and mental disabilities, wherever possible. If pay per use facilities are necessary, options
should be considered for how people with limited financial means can be included (i.e.
reduced fees, free days, etc.).
5. Design for Efficiency
The ease of maintenance, operation, access and use must be an important consideration
when planning open space.
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6. Design open space with natural resource protection in mind
Environmental stewardship can be applied throughout all phases of the park development
from site selection to the ongoing maintenance of the park.

6.3 Open Space System Hierarchy
An open space system should be viewed as a continuum of large to small open spaces. Each
space has its own purpose and identity, serving a specified social planning group. The proposed
continuum of open spaces for each service area is listed in the table below, along with their
primary purpose and the recommended zoning district that would flank the open space. As a
general provision, reserve allocation should meet a minimum services ratio of 6 hectares per
1000 people. Currently Beaumont has approximately 4.6 hectares of reserves per 1000.
Table A: Open Space System Hierarchy
Public Open
Space Network

.

Targeted Population to Serve

All Beaumont
Residents

Residents of a
Neighbourhood

Employees &
Customers of
an Area

Open Space Type

Community
Level Parks

Urban Park /
Plaza

Natural Area

Linear Park

Neighbourhood
Park

Pocket Park

Amenity
Park

Primary Purpose

Special
events, active
recreation

Special
events/
enjoyment of
outdoors

Ecological
preservations
/ diversity

Accomodate
trails or to
serve as buffer

Recreation /
enjoyment of
nature

Passive
recreation /
enjoyment of
nature

Passive
recreation /
enjoyment
of nature

Industrial
Business,
Agriculture
Reserve
Districts

Town Centre
Mixed Use,
Commercial
or Direct
Control
Districts

Residential
Districts LIMITED
refer to 6.3F

Live Work,
Urban
Services
Institutional,
Industrial
Business, or
Commercial
Districts

Recommended Adjacent
Zoning

Any Distict

Any Distict

All Residential
Districts

The subsequent map categorizes the Town's existing open space based on the proposed opens
space categories identified in the hierarchy above. Following the map is descriptive text
generalizing service standards for each level of open space along with potential amenities
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Map 7: Open Space Classification
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Town Wide Open Space
A

Community Level Parks
Community parks are destination parks for residents of Beaumont. Multiple activities should
be able to occur simultaneously within the site, with activities geared towards various age
groups. They are areas for hosting special events or that offer unique or enhanced
opportunities for recreation or gathering. It is therefore important that the parks are easily
accessible by motorized and non motorized travel.

Service Area and Size:
 Serves all Beaumont residents


Minimum 4.0 Hectares



Use ratio of 6.0 Ha./1000 people

Examples
 Four Seasons Park and Gobeil Park.
Location Criteria:
 Located on along an arterial and/or major collector road. Minimum 75% street frontage.


Attempt to locate prior to new residential development or in Industrial Business, or
Agriculture Reserve Districts to reduce conflict with adjacent residents relating to noise,
parking etc..



Have a minimum 20m vegetated buffer between active programmed use (i.e. sports
fields) and residential users.

Required Amenities
 Public washrooms where they can be accommodated within a facility


Primary trail connection across the park.



Lighting



Parking



Minimum of 70 trees per hectare of un-programmed space with a targeted amount of
40% coniferous trees where possible.

Potential Amenities:
 Planting beds, gardens or naturalized areas


Open areas for informal play



Year round amenities



Winter sports area (skating, skiing, tobogganing, snowshoe)



Picnic areas, bbq areas, and shelters
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Change rooms and water fountains



Destination play structures and water play features



Dog off leash areas



Public Art



Internal circulation paths, seating and waste receptacles



Active sports areas (courts, sports fields, running tracks…)



Youth activities (skateboard, BMX…)



Irrigation



Fitness stations

Maintenance Priority Level:
 High priority for maintenance

B



Sports facilities / courts to be maintained to a high standard.



Regular snow clearing of paths



Regular weeding and upkeep of planting beds and turf

Urban Parks / Plazas
A public outdoor open space adjacent to commercial or public buildings suitable for hosting
special events yet able to accommodate individuals (workers, shoppers, etc.) enjoying the
outdoors.

Service Area and Size:
 Serves all Beaumont residents


Size would vary depending on open space opportunity and use.

Examples
 Park space associated with library and Town office.
Location Criteria:
 Proximity to community facilities, public building, or commercial area in the urban core.
Required Amenities
 Public washrooms where they can be accommodated within a facility


Lighting



Trees
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Potential Amenities:
 A paved gathering area with seating


Lighting



Shade structure, planting beds



Electrical receptacles



Public toilet access and water fountains



Public art



Bike racks / shelter and storage areas



Year round amenities

Maintenance Priority Level:
 High priority for maintenance

C



Regular snow clearing of plaza and walkways



Regular weeding and upkeep of planting beds and turf

Natural Areas
Natural areas are intended to promote biodiversity, ecological conservation and
sustainability.

Service Area and Size:
 As required to conserve existing natural features or promoted ecological diversification.
Examples
 Nature Park
Location Criteria:
 As appropriate to meet intent.
Potential Amenities:
 Trails


Seating and waste receptacles



Picnic tables



Interpretive signage

Maintenance Priority Level:
 Low maintenance because of the use of presence of native plant species in addition to
the desire to promote biodiversity and emphasize environmental sustainability.
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D

Linear Parks
The primary purpose of linear parks is to accommodate trails or to serve as environmental
buffer / screening.

Service Area and Size:
 As required to adequately provide desired connections or environmental buffering.


Minimum 7.5m width should be taken as PUL to accommodate trail linkage.

Examples
 Promenade Park
Location Criteria:
 Maximize connections between destinations and neighbourhood trail systems.
Required Amenities
 Primary trail connection across the park.


Minimum of 70 trees per hectare.

Potential Amenities:
 Seating, rest stops, and waste receptacles


Washrooms



Access to public toilets and drinking water



Lighting



Parking



Signage and directional maps



Dog waste bag dispenser



Fitness stations

Maintenance Priority Level:
 Moderate level of maintenance required overall, with high level of snow clearing for
major trail linkages.
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Neighbourhood Level Open Space
E

Neighbourhood Parks
Neighbourhood Parks provide open space venues in close walking or biking proximity to
residents within its general vicinity. The purpose of the park is to accommodate passive use
and informal play for residents of all ages. The Neighbourhood Parks category replaces
pocket parks in new developments.

Service Area and Size:
 Serves 1 neighbourhood
 1.5 Ha to 3.0 Ha without school; 3.0 Ha to 7.5 Ha with school.
 Use ratio of 1.5 Ha./1000 people and a service radius of 0.5 -0.75km.
 Residents should be able to walk to a neighbourhood park in under 10 minutes assuming
a walking speed of 5.0km per hour. Therefore all routes to the park should be less than
0.8km. Map 8 indicates areas where proximity to a neighbourhood park is deficient.
Examples
 Canal LeBlanc Park and Plaines Park
Location Criteria:
 Centrally located within a neighbourhood to reduce walking distance
 Flat, well drained site preferably adjacent to community hall or school site
 Located on along a major collector road. Minimum 50% street frontage.


Have a minimum 20m vegetated buffer between active programmed use (i.e. sports
fields) and residential users.

Required Amenities
 Primary trail connection across the park.
 Play structures or elements
 Minimum of 70 trees per hectare of un-programmed space with a targeted amount of
40% coniferous trees where possible.


Public washrooms where they can be accommodated within a supporting facility

Potential Amenities:
 Active and passive elements and open areas for informal play
 Planting beds, community gardens, natural(ized) area
 Internal trail linkages trails
 Lighting, benches, trash receptacles and/or picnic facilities
 Sports (non-scheduled) preferably associated with an adjacent school
 Fitness Stations
Maintenance Priority Level:
 Medium priority for maintenance
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Map 8: Proximity to Neighbourhood Parks
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F

Pocket Parks
Pocket parks are small parcels of open space that contain a limited amount of recreational
facilities (i.e. a play structure). As the Town continues to develop open space, it is preferred
that the full 10% reserve dedication be used to create a neighbourhood level park, however
pocket parks may be deemed appropriate where approved plans are already in place.

Service Area and Size:
 Inclusion of Pocket Parks within a development to be at the discretion of the Parks and
Facilities Department based on aforementioned criteria.


0.25 Ha to 0.8 Ha

Examples
 Martine Park, Beaudoin Park, and Lions Park.
Location Criteria:
 To best meet the needs of residents in which it is intended to serve.


Minimum 40% street frontage.

Required Amenities
 Primary trail connection across the park.
 Minimum of 10 trees per 1000m2 of un-programmed space with a targeted amount of
40% coniferous trees where possible.


Public washrooms where they can be accommodated within a supporting facility

Potential Amenities:
 Open areas for informal play


Community gardens



Play structures or elements



Benches and trash receptacles



Picnic facilities

Maintenance Priority Level:
 Low priority for maintenance

Non-Neighbourhood Level Open Space
G Amenity Parks
Amenity parks provide passive use outdoor space for the enjoyment of people working in or
visiting non-residential areas.
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Service Area and Size:
 A minimum size of 0.25 Ha depending on adjacent uses and supporting day time
population density within a 0.75km walking distance to park.
Examples
 No examples presently exist in Beaumont.
Location Criteria:
 Consider in the following non – residential zoning districts:
Institutional, Industrial Business, or Commercial Districts.

Live Work, Urban Services

Required Amenities
 Primary trail connection across the park.
 Minimum of 10 trees per 1000m2 of un-programmed space with a targeted amount of
40% coniferous trees where possible.
Potential Amenities:
 Seating, waste receptacles and picnic facilities
Maintenance Priority Level:
 Low priority for maintenance

6.4 Open Space Guidelines
The following guidelines were developed based on the open space principles identified in
section. The guidelines serve as suggested best practices to achieve the Town's desired
allocation, distribution and development of open space.
An open space and trails
development checklist based on the guidelines is also included in the appendix to clarify open
space and trails planning direction.
Principle #1: Strategically Acquire Open Space
Note: the guidelines under principle #1 are intended to inform proposed future open space
acquisition only, and are not applicable to existing developments or approved plans.
1.1 Consider adjoining municipal reserve
with P.U.L.s to maximize open space.

 Public utility lots (PULs) serve a utilitarian
function by providing a public utility (water,
power, gas, storm water management, etc.).
In contrast, municipal reserves (MR) provide
amenity, whether the parcel is developed or
not. Consider acquiring MR that abuts or
surrounds a PUL to extend the perceived size
of the MR space.
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1.2 Require full 10% MR,SR, MSR
dedication in residential
developments

1.3

Create an Open Space savings
account for funds taken in lieu of
reserve dedication.

1.4 Supplement reserve dedication if
necessary to achieve desired open
space.

 Full 10% MR, SR or MSR dedication should be
acquired in residential areas to ensure a
base level of open space for residents.
Cash in lieu of reserve dedication in other
zoning should be at the discretion of the
Town, recognizing that sport facilities are
often well suited for industrial areas to avoid
conflict with residents of a neighbourhood.
 In the event that cash in lieu of all or part of
the municipal reserve is being taken,
pursuant to the Municipal Government Act
section 674 the money shall be used for a
public park, a public recreation area, school
board purposes, or to separate areas of land
that are used for different purposes. Ideally,
of the four options, the funds would largely
be used for the active acquisition of lands
that will form part of the open space system
(i.e. trails), protect natural or sensitive lands
that have not been or cannot be
designated as ER, as well as the acquisition
of land to form a larger community level
park.
 Park development may require the
acquisition of land through means other
than reserve dedication. Potential sources
of funds to acquire supplementary land may
be obtained from money taken when all, or
a portion of, MR is not taken, fee simple
(purchasing the land outright), through
easements (in the case of linear parks), land
trusts (willed), or donation. Similarly, some
Alberta municipalities receive voluntary
contributions from developers to go towards
off-site recreation amenity development.
Those that do work closely with developers in
defining and directing these contributions.
This could be an additional source of parks
development or acquisition funding.
 Pursuant to Section 668 of the Municipal
Government Act, require additional
municipal reserve, school reserve, or
municipal school reserve when subdivisions
result in a density of 30 or more dwellings per
net hectare.
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1.5 Strategically distribute open space
resources throughout the Town.

 When allocating reserves, consideration
should also be given to (a) the distribution of
amenities throughout the Town, (b) an
increased willingness to travel for specialized
recreation opportunities, as well as (c) the
intended user group (i.e. access without
reliance on a car for youth, seniors, etc.).

1.6 Trails accommodate transportation.
Designate land for offsite linkage trail
linkage as PUL.

 Trails providing off site linkage should be
accommodated within a minimum 7.5m
wide PUL, as opposed to as a reserve.

1.7 Require a minimum of 70 trees per
hectare above the normal water line
of storm water management PUL
facilities.

 Tree planting is required to enhance the
aesthetics of the pond and contribute to the
Town's urban forestry.

1.8 Do not accept undesirable reserve
dedications.

 Open space that is difficult to program due
to size, location or configuration should not
be allocated as part of the 10% reserve
dedication.

1.9 Locate neighbourhood parks centrally
within a neighbourhood, ideally
adjacent to a school.

 Centrally locating a park within a
neighbourhood enhances it accessibility for
residents within the neighbourhood. By
having the open space adjacent to a
school, open space resources can be
shared, creating a larger park destination
with more features to serve the
neighbourhood and school children.
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Principle #2: Ensure Diversity in the Open Space System
2.1 Design sites to be multi functional

 Multi functional as well as un-prescribed
spaces are recommended where
appropriate to accommodate a wide range
of users. This is not to say that open space
should be without a function, to the
contrary, at the time of acquisition the
purpose of the open space should be
recognized.

2.2 Consider variation to traditional
playgrounds.

 The Town has a high proportion of
playgrounds of similar form and function.
The Town is therefore encouraged to
develop sites using innovation and creative
approaches to site development and the
accommodation of use. For example, to
accommodate play, a playground is not
necessarily needed. Children are often
equally amused by climbing on large rocks,
exploring a forested region, etc. Alternative
to traditional play structure may also include
tricycle parks or simply unique playground
equipment. Whether or not the site is
developed in a traditional manner, caution
must be taken to ensure that the safety for
children at play is addressed.

2.3 Design for the Seasons

 Alberta has four very distinct seasons. The
design of open spaces should recognise the
limits and constraints associated with each
season to maximise the comfort of users. For
example, for winter comfort provide wind
breaks to minimise cold winter winds, proper
drainage to reduce the build up ice,
vegetation to reduce glare, and lighting to
facilitate use. For summer use, provide trees
for shade, water bodies for evaporative
cooling, etc. Multi seasonal activities should
also be considered For example, with
proper snow cover, a field can be used as a
cross country ski area, a pond could be use
used for ice skating, etc.
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2.4 Design for the Senses

 Parks and open spaces should not only meet
the intended function, but should consider
appealing where appropriate to the senses.
For example, a park may have a sculptural
element that chimes in the breeze or an
area where aromatic flowers are planted for
people to enjoy.

2.5 Design for people first, and cars
secondly.

 Utilize principles of urban design to improve
the pedestrian feel of a street and create a
network of trails to major destinations within
the Town.

2.6 Support the French Heritage theme
and character of Beaumont.

 Consideration should be given to how public
art and the promotion of the Town’s French
heritage can be incorporated into the
Town’s open space system.

2.7 Consider a range of open spaces from
natural to urban.

 Provide a variety of types of open spaces
from natural areas to parks and recreation
facilities, and streetscapes and urban plazas.

Principle #3: Design open spaces based on current and anticipated demand
3.1 Be realistic about need for parking to
avoid potential conflicts with
neighbours.

 Parking must be accommodated where
vehicular demand generated by the open
space cannot be reasonably
accommodated on streets.

3.2 Consider the redesign or repurposing
of existing under used open spaces

 The Town should consider the redesign or
repurposing of existing under used open
spaces, based on current and anticipated
future needs of residents.
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3.3 Consider the desire for an off-leash
dog park

 Should the Town choose to create a long
term dog off leash park, criteria for selecting
an area should include:
o

Land is owned by Town and has no
immediate plans for development;

o

Site has a low potential for dog off leash
use to expand into non-designated
areas and has low potential for conflict
with passer bys.

o

Demonstrated public support;

o

Sightlines allow for easy monitoring of
dogs;

o

Site is easily accessible to residents and
can accommodate parking; and

o

Site is not environmentally sensitive.

3.4 Consider vacant downtown site(s) as
potential public gathering space(s)



The Town should examine vacant parcels
within the downtown area and identify
options for the development of a central
urban park/plaza which could be used for
special events.

3.5 Recognize the demographics of
Beaumont



Facilities for residents under 20 are in
immediate demand and must consider
infrastructure for teens, young adults and
seniors, in addition to children and adults.

3.6 Consider developing facilities that are
in high demand that are not currently
provided within the Town's open
space system.



The public survey indicated a desire for
facilities that do not currently exist in the
outdoor open space system. For example,
when asked to identify top 5 priorities for
development, fitness equipment was noted
(38%of respondents) and (outdoor)
swimming pools (34% of respondents).

3.7 Consider expanding the supply of
facilities nearing their capacity.



The discussion session with outdoor sports
groups revealed that many sports fields are
nearing capacity.
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Principle #4: Create an open space system that is accessible to all residents of Beaumont
regardless of age, ability or finances.
4.1 Create an interconnected system of
Open Spaces linked with linear parks



Open space should be viewed as a
cohesive entity, running through and uniting
open spaces and providing access to
various areas and functions within the Town
matrix. Open space should therefore be
linked together where possible by a
pedestrian network (sidewalks, trails, etc.).

4.2 If fencing is necessary, provide
opening and frequent intervals

 In situations where site safety can be
accommodated without fencing, it is
recommended that open spaces are not
fenced to allow for greater site accessibility.
If fencing is necessary, openings should be
provided at regular intervals, especially at
major access points such as intersections,
walkways, etc.

4.3 Provide public washrooms in
community, neighbourhood, and
urban parks where development
includes a building facility

 Public consultation (public survey, outdoor
sports Groups discussion session, and internal
discussion session) revealed a desire for more
washrooms within the Town's open space
system. Public washrooms should be
considered in high use open spaces
especially if a building facility is being
developed . For example, the Town could
develop separate access public washrooms
through a joint use agreement with a school
board school which could be used by Town
residents in the summer, especially during
special events or sports games.

4.4 Strive to create an open space
network which is useable by all

 Design open spaces and trails to
accommodate people of all ages and
ability levels (i.e. varying levels of eye sight,
ambulatory ability and hearing). This applies
to infrastructure, site furniture, and elements
adjacent to areas of use that have an effect
on use (i.e. trees to reduce glare,
topography that avoids build up of snow,
etc.).
 Recognize that the accessibility standards
often list minimum operational standards as
opposed to ideal.
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4.5 Consider ways of facilitating use.

4.6 Open space should form an integral
part of major facilities (i.e. recreation
facilities, hospitals, etc.) and should
consider opportunities to support the
facility

 Open space should include features that
support the intended use. For example:
o

The planning of sports fields should
consider parking requirements, proximity
to play areas for sibling not participating
in sports, proximity to washrooms, etc.

o

Shopping districts where pedestrian
activity is anticipated may consider dog
tether locations where tethering can
occur safely and away from the flow of
circulation, etc.

o

Play areas with an adjacent piece of
two of fitness equipment for parents to
use while their children are playing,

o

Other innovative ways of supporting the
intended and alternate use of the site.

 Methods of integrating open space with
facilities, in particular recreation centres,
may take the form of courtyards, roof
gardens, terraces, or buildings that can be
opened up to the outdoors to provide an
expanded amenity (i.e. trail system,
indoor/outdoor gym, etc.). The open space
function should be complementary in
function to the associated facilities.
 Open space should be located adjacent to
and/or linking with hospitals to provide
opportunities for staff and patients to enjoy
the outdoors. Careful consideration should
be given to the landscaping of such open
spaces in order to safely accommodate
users with a variety of physical and mental
constraints. These spaces should also be
designed to evoke a sense of peace, hope
and an area for tranquil reflection (i.e. a
fountain to mask background noise).

4.7 Open space should be accessible to
people from their workplace

 Open space should not only be accessible
to people from home, but also from where
they work. People should be able to access
a linear park and/or a place to sit outdoors
on a bench over their lunch break. Medium
to high density non-residential developments
in particular should be examined for
opportunities to accommodate the
aforementioned opportunities.
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4.8 Design recreational opportunities for
various levels of expertise

 When interest exists, accommodate various
levels of experience. For example, fields
ranging in size from mini to regulation.
Centres of excellences may also be
provided, if the need is there and if
equitable partnerships can be formed,
however public amenities should always
take precedent over more elite or privately
focused opportunities.

4.9 Design and maintain sites with user
safety and the principles of Crime
Prevention Through Environmental
Design (CPTED) in mind.

 Sites should be designed and maintained to
promote safe use and should consider safety
for people of all ages and ability at different
times of the day/night.

Principle #5: Design for Efficiency
5.1 Consolidate open space resources

 Generally speaking, larger sites are more
efficient in terms of overall development and
maintenance costs than smaller sites. Open
space resources should be consolidated
where possible.

5.2 Allocate resources prior to the
construction of open spaces

 Open spaces require a significant amount of
capital and human resources to maintain
the site to a safe and aesthetically pleasing
level. It is therefore important that life cycle
budgeting and resource requirements of a
site are understood and can realistically be
achieved prior to the construction. Once
constructed, staffing levels should be
monitored and supplemented where
necessary to make sure the needs of users
are being met and spaces are being
maintained to adequate levels.
Volunteerism should be considered, where
possible, to reduce operational costs

5.3 Prioritize Maintenance

 Not all open spaces and trails need to be
maintained to the same level. Open space
and trails should be prioritized so that
resources are directed to highest use areas
first. For example, winter maintenance and
snow clearing should first consider primary
trails and community level parks. By
contrast, pocket parks and secondary trails
may not even warrant clearing.
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5.4 Form partnerships, where appropriate,
to develop / share resources.

 Potential sources of partnerships may include
school boards, private service clubs, health
care facilities, etc.

Principle #6: Design open space with natural resource protection in mind
6.1 Utilize environmentally friendly options
over conventional construction/
operational practices.

6.2 Plant vegetation to enhance comfort
and aesthetics

 Environmentally friendly options are
preferred for the design, construction and
maintenance of open space, including but
not limited to:
o

Minimizing disturbance to healthy sites /
vegetation

o

Restoring damaged sites

o

Using flexible, living materials where
possible (i.e. vegetation to stabilize
banks, green walls to retain slopes,
green roofs as opposed to shingles, etc.)

o

Protecting water bodies (ER, buffers,
conservation easements, etc.

o

Reducing pavement / using permeable
paving

o

Using recycled and/or local materials

o

Minimizing the dependency on
resources such as fuel, electricity, water,
etc. Use alternative sources of power
where possible (solar, wind, etc.).

o

Minimizing noise pollution between sites
using green options.

o

Minimizing light pollution by avoiding
upward lighting, illuminating desired use
areas only, using the correct amount of
wattage/lighting, reducing the time an
area is lit, and having designated light
free or dark sky areas.

o

Maintaining the site using sustainable,
chemical free options, where feasible.

o

Considering low impact development
alternatives for storm water
management.

 Open Space should include trees and other
vegetation, where possible, to enhance the
aesthetics of a site as well as the comfort of
users by creating wind breaks, providing
shade and reducing glare.
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6.3 Recognize the value of mature trees

 Mature trees have a multitude of benefits
and should be maintained wherever
feasible. Benefits from trees include:
o

absorbing CO2 (and other pollutants)
and releasing oxygen back into the air,
preventing soil erosion, reducing
demand for watering of shaded turf,
etc.

o

enhancing the aesthetic and user
comfort of a site, and

o

provide a canopy and habitat for
wildlife

6.4 Consider sustainable community
projects such as orchards, community
gardens, composting, farmers markets
etc.

 Orchards and community gardens can be
useful tools in promoting sustainability, health
and community spirit. Unlike community
gardens, orchards should only be created if
demand exists and a plan is in place for the
ongoing utilization of produce. Other
sustainable initiatives could be developed in
conjunction with community gardens, such
as rain harvesting, composting and farmers
markets.

6.5 When it comes to plant material,
native is better.

 Native plant material is adapted to Alberta’s
climate and is therefore less dependent on
supplemental resources (i.e. water, fertilizer,
etc.) to grow and generally grow, therefore
native plant material are generally more
successfully and require less maintenance
than their non-native counter parts.

6.6 Reduce waste while improving
recycling

 Consider ways of reducing waste through
conscientious design and material sourcing
(long lasting, local, renewable and/or
recycled, reusing or repurposing materials
and products. Consider offering alternatives
(compost, recycling, etc) to garbage
receptacles in parks and other open space,
and inform public of initiative.
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6.7 Consider wildlife and abide by a 'No
Loss of Natural Areas' philosophy.

 Wherever possible, large parcels or corridors
of wildlife habitat should be preserved in
order to facilitate wildlife movement.
 Whenever appropriate, development should
occur on sites or portions of sites that are not
environmentally sensitive. In cases where it is
impracticable to maintain natural features,
the developer should compensate by
replanting or restoring a similar area nearby.
 Wherever possible, landscape plans should
enhance, expand or create wildlife habitats.

6.8 Maintaining Natural Processes

 Development should not alter the natural
drainage patterns or significantly increase
runoff. Construction practices should
minimize erosion and sedimentation in storm
water runoff. Principles of Low Impact
Development (LID) should be considered for
storm water management including
bioswales, rain gardens, green roofs and
bioretention areas.

6.9 Create naturalized space for future
generations to enjoy.

 The Town of Beaumont has very few natural
resources. The public survey revealed that
natural areas are the fourth highest priority
for development with 37% support. Similarly,
a desire for more natural areas was noted
during internal discussions session. Where
appropriate, the Town should consider
creating naturalized assets such as forest
stands, grasslands, naturalized storm ponds,
etc. to enhance biodiversity in the
community. Education and interpretation
can be effective tools in promoting natural
areas and gaining support from residents.
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7 Trails Plan
7.1 Trail System Vision
The public survey revealed the Beaumont’s trail system is well used and highly valued. Despite its
high use, or perhaps because of it, trail development was indicated as the top priority for open
space and recreational development. Beaumont’s modest size when combined with an
effective trail system, can further the Town’s image as a walkable community. The vision is an
interconnected system of trails of various levels to provide residents a safe and enjoyable means
of recreation and transport in close proximity to their residence.

7.2 Trail Principles:
The following principles were developed in response to the vision for the trail system to guide
future trail development and ongoing maintenance:
1. Strategically develop trail connections to create a cohesive system
Trails are a source of recreation useable by most residents. Providing a web of
interconnected trails allows users greater flexibility when choosing the length and route of
their trail experience. To enhance connectivity, trails should also adjoin one another,
regardless of who is responsible for their development,
2. Utilize trail hierarchy to inform supporting amenities and level of scheduled maintenance.
Not all trails should be viewed as equal. The level of trail development, associated
amenities and routine maintenance should reflect the importance of the trail.

7.3 Trail System Hierarchy
The chart below outlines the trail hierarchy for the Town of Beaumont. Each category of trails
identifies the main differences in terms of tread surfaces and width. A more comprehensive
description of each trail type is included in the following report section.
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Table B: Proposed Trail Hierarchy
Trail System
.

Relation to Roadways

Usage

Category of
Trail Type

Tread Width

Tread Surface

Lighting

Multi Use

Single Use

Primary Trails

Secondary
Trails

Tertiary

3.0m

1.5m - 3.0m

Hard Surface

Possible
Multi Use

Sidewalks

Various
Speciality

Bike Routes

1.0-1.5m

1.5m unless
variance is
approved

Varies with
Use

No Prescribed
Path of Travel

Hard / Soft
Surface

Soft Surface

Hard Surface

Varies with
Use

As per Road
Surface

Yes

On a Case by
Case Basis

No

Determined by
Road
Standards

On a Case by
Case Basis

Determined by
Road Standard

Yes

On a Case by
Case Basis

No

Determined by
Road
Standards

On a Case by
Case Basis

Determined
by Road
Standard

Winter Snow
Clearing

On Road

Off Road

Trails

Note: Hard surfaces include asphalt, concrete, paving stone, etc. and soft surfaces include granular, woodchips, grass,
soil, etc.

The following map classifies the Town's existing trail system in addition to planned proposed and
future trails predating this report (Note the Map 9: Trail Classification does not include trails
recommended as part of the Open Space and Trails Master Plan).
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Map 9: Trail Classification
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Off Road Trails
Multi Use Trails
General considerations for the design of multi-use trails should include:
 Providing firm, stable, slip resistant smooth, even surfaces.
 Where feasible, tread level changes with ramps of no more than 5% slope, as opposed to
curbs and stairs.
 Keep trails free of obstacles at grade and overhead.
 Sign major regional trails with information regarding the trail (length, average and minimum
width, typical and additional trail surface, average and maximum grade, typical obstacles
etc.).
 Provide supporting amenities, where appropriate, such as benches to put on rollerblades,
strategically located bike racks, lighting, etc.
 Providing rest stops at regular intervals and tree planting.
 Design for trails to accommodate people of varying ability and consider new modes of
transportation that are emerging or that likely will emerge over the next twenty years (i.e.
“Segway” personalized vehicle transportation).
 As described under the linear park descriptions, trails providing off site linkage should be
accommodated within a minimum 7.5m PUL as opposed to as a municipal reserve.
A

Primary Trails
Primary trails are the most important trails in the system and typically correspond to arterial
roads in a vehicular circulation system. Primary trails serve both recreation and active
transportation uses and may link population centres with significant recreational resources or
other major destinations (e.g. bicycle commuting routes to Edmonton). They may also be
components of important regional trails.
Primary trails should generally be asphalt with a minimum width of 3.0m; however other hard
surfaces could be used if warranted by site conditions. Lighting should be present along all
primary trails and snow should be cleared in the winter.

B

Secondary Trails
Secondary trails correspond to collector roads in a vehicular circulation system, providing
access to primary trails, parks and other open areas. Secondary trails should be a minimum
of 1.5m wide and no larger than 3.0m wide. Surfaces could be either hard or soft depending
on site conditions. Lighting and snow clearing should be determined on a case by case
basis.

C

Tertiary Trails
Tertiary trails are considered to be similar to neighborhood streets. Tertiary trails may connect
smaller population nodes or serve as internal site linkages. These trails offer opportunities for
small scale loop circuits and interpretation.
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Tertiary trails can be hard or soft surface with a width between 1.0m and 1.5m. Tertiary trails
do not require lighting or winter clearing, unless required as a result of to special site
circumstances.

Single Use Trails
D

Sidewalks
Sidewalks are intended to provide access for pedestrians throughout the Town. Sidewalks
widths and placement are determined by the Towns General Design Standard. The
standards stages that “Residential streets shall have separate sidewalks, 1.5m in width , on
both sides of the road” and “Roadways fronting multi-family and commercial sites require
sidewalks 1.5m in width”. Variances from the standard are at the discretion of the Town.
Lighting and snow clearing is determined as a result of the roadway standard.

E

Various Specialty
The following table outlines general design standards for various types of specialty trails/

Table C: Specialty Trails Design Parameters
Use

Min. clear Horizontal
Vertical
Trail Width Clearance Clearance
(m)
(m)
(m)

Hiking

1.2

n/a

2.4m

Walking

1.5

n/a

3.0m

People with a
visual
impairment
People who
use
wheelchairs

1.5

0.3m on
both sides

3.0

1.5

n/a

2.4m

Snow
shoeing
X country
skiing
Mountain
biking
Cycling
(off road)

1.2

n/a

2.4m

2.5–3.6m

450mm
both sides
1.0m both
sides
0.6 both
sides

2.5 –
3.0m
2.5m

Cycling
(on road)

0.6
3.0–3.6m

1.2–1.5m

2.5m

2.5 –
3.0m

Recommended
Trail Surface
Natural material
or compacted
stone, woodchip.
Compacted
granular or hard
surface
Distinguishable
from surrounding
surfaces
Slip resistant:
asphalt,
concrete,
stabilized soil.
Suitable
snow cover
Groomed snow
150-300mm deep
Compacted
earth
Compacted
granular or hard
surface
Asphalt

Horizontal Desirable
Max.
curvature
Grade
Sustained
(%)
grade (%)
n/a

0-10%

15%

n/a

0-5%^

8%

n/a

0-3%

5%

n/a

0-3%

5%

n/a

0-5%

Min.
15m
3m

0-10%

5% to
12.5%
15%

0-5%

10%

Min.
radius
curve
4.5m
Min.
radius
curve
4.5m

0-5%

5-10%

0-3%

10%
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Cross
Slopes

On Road Trails
F

Bike Routes
Bike routes are recognized on road shared paths of travel without a separate path of travel.
Signage is required to alert motorists of the shared use.

7.4 Trail System Guidelines
General trail consideration to consider include:
A

Intended Use
Trail design varies significantly with use. For example, an equestrian trail user requires
greater overhead clearance than a walking trail; and joggers often prefer more
cushioning surfaces than cyclists. It is therefore important to understand who the
intended user groups is and what their needs are before a trail is constructed.

B

Frequency of Use
Trails with a higher frequency of use require wider treads, more durable surfaces, and
more regular maintenance than their less visited counterparts.

C

User Needs
For a trail to be successful, physical requirements for intended users (i.e. appropriate
surface, supporting amenities, etc.) and psychological needs (i.e. aesthetic quality) must
be met. Stakeholder and/or public consultations serve as effective tools to ensure that
user requirements are met by allowing intended users the opportunity to participate in
the planning, design and evaluation of a proposed trail.

D

Environmental Protection
Experiencing nature is often one of the primary reasons people use trails. It is important
to ensure that the environment in which a trail is situated is protected both during
construction and ongoing use.

E

Level of Accessibility
Trails should be developed to different levels of accessibility in response to variations in
site conditions, resources, desired experience and user ability.

F

Diversity of Experience
A full range of trail opportunities should be provided for users of all ages and abilities.

G

Safety
As with open space, principles of Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design need
to be considered in conjunction with trail design along with safety consideration related
specifically to the intended use (elimination of obstacles, appropriate slopes, etc.).

H

Trail Networks
Trails should be planned and designed as continuous integrated network.
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Principle #7: Strategically develop trail connections to create a cohesive system
7.1 Ensure functional internal trail
connections and external linkages

 Trails within a site should ensure adequate
connections and circulation both to features
and amenities on site as well as to connect
with pathways and functions bordering the
site, wherever appropriate.

7.2 Create quality linkages over quantity

 Avoid duplication in the system (i.e. trail
running parallel and in close proximity to a
sidewalk) where possible to reduce
maintenance costs, for example a trail

7.3 Create an interconnected system of
Open Spaces linked with linear parks



7.4 Create access to trail system at the
neighbourhood level

 Residents of a neighbourhood have easy
access to a trail system as a source of
transportation and recreation.

7.5 Provide linear park connections to
and from major public destinations
both within and outside the Town
limits.

 Link residential areas and open space
amenities and major public destinations
including parks, hospitals, schools, shopping
centres, downtown core, recreation facilities,
etc.

Open space should be viewed as a
cohesive entity, running through and uniting
and providing access to various areas and
functions of the Town matrix. Open space
should therefore be linked together where
possible by trails.

 Consider creating trail linkages (on road or
off) in conjunction with new roadway
developments.
 Connect major open space resources within
the Town as well as in the region.
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7.6 Require a primary trail linkage for all
storm water management facilities
(SWMF)

 A primary trail should be developed to
provide off site trail linkages across a PUL
acquired for storm water management
facility purposes. Ideally, the a trail would
provide circulation around the SWMF,
however at minimum the trail should run
along one side of the pond, where safe to
do so (i.e. suitable slopes and setback from
water), while recognizing access onto and
into the water is prohibited.

7.7 Consider non motorized transportation
options

 The network of sidewalks and trails provides
infrastructure necessary to facilitate a
walkable community. Unfortunately the
same is not true for bicycles and other
wheeled non-motorized uses which are
restricted from using the sidewalk (unless
operated by a minor and wheel size is under
50cm). The size of community is such that
Beaumont could offer its residents an
opportunity to cycle to and from
destinations in Town. Improved bikability
should therefore be considered especially in
the vicinity of schools as well as in and
around all major destinations within the
Town.
 Multi-use trails are a great resource for a
community however they may need to be
supplemented with road bike lanes or
designated trail routes. In considering bike
transportation, it is imperative that safety be
the driving force behind the design, and that
the community’s transportation system is
designed as a cohesive system which
includes safe crossings, dedicated lanes
designed for safe passage and multi-use
trails.

7.8 Consider possible amendments to
Traffic Bylaw

 Consider possible amendments to the Traffic
Bylaw to establish situations in which it is
permissible for adults bicycle (or other
wheeled non motorized transportation) to
use the sidewalk for access.
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7.9 Seek ways for people to cross large
scale developments.

7.9.1

Make sure trails link



The golf course and canal are both
wonderful recreational amenities and open
spaces, however they present a great barrier
in terms of the non-motorized access from
development on one side to another. It is
important to ensure that access crossings are
designed into future large scale (re)
developments.



Proposed trails need to be viewed in terms of
their broader context to ensure trails
connect from one development to another.

Principle #8: Utilize trail hierarchy to inform supporting amenities and level of scheduled
maintenance.
8.1 Provide rest stops along primary trails

Periodic rest areas are beneficial along trails,
particularly
for
people
with
mobility
impairments, seniors and young children. The
frequency of bench locations should vary
depending on the level of trail, intended use,
location and terrain. Generally speaking, a
primary trail within or adjacent to a
developed area should have maximum
distance to 800m between rest areas.

8.2 Enhance the aesthetics and comfort
of trails by planting trees.

The public survey revealed that there is a
desire for more trees along trails. It is
recommended that a minimum of 50 trees
per kilometer be planted alongside primary
trails.
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8 Implementation Recommendations
This section outlines the recommendation for improving the open space and trail system and
provides opinions of probable costs for the capital costs for their implementation in addition their
on-going operations and management.

8.1 Policy Recommendation
Policies are a series of mandatory actions that serves to influence decision making. To provide
guidance for the development and management of open space resources, it is recommended
that policies be developed that consider the following:
A

Urban Forestry
Urban forestry is a combination of street trees, municipal forests and trees in parks.
Beaumont currently does not have a complete inventory of its urban trees.
It is
recommended that the Town develop an urban forestry policy to address the inventory and
analysis of the existing tree canopy, outlines measures to protect and maintain existing
assets, and the requirements for new planting with the Town. This type of data base is
essential for planning and budgeting for required maintenance and tree replacement.

B

Image Routes
Streetscapes have the potential to profoundly impact the visual image and urban structure
of a community. Although streetscape enhancements should be considered for all level of
roadways, the level of streetscape development should reflect the level of importance of
the road within the community.
It is recommended that the image routes policy be
developed to address the need for landscape enhancements and higher maintenance
along the principal roads through the community (50th Street and 50th Avenue, but also
recognize arterial and collector roads.

C

Donations and Memorials
A donation and memorial policy is recommended to direct the use of donated / funded
features and amenities such as benches, picnic tables, public art, fountains, trees etc. The
policy should address the type, appearance, location, installation, acknowledgement and
long term care and maintenance of donated features in addition to the use of gifted funds.
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8.2 Open Space Recommendations
The following open space recommendations were developed based on input received through
the consultation process in addition to identified gaps in the open space system.
Recommendations have not received confirmed funding and are for future consideration only.
The recommendations therefore have not been prioritized and will be considered through the
annual Council budget process.
Further to the recommendations below, it is suggested that Area Structure Plans be developed
in advance of outline plans to provide a larger contextual planning framework and vision to
guide future open space and trails.
Opinion of
Financial
#
Recommendation
Description
Probable Capital
Responsibility
Cost to Town
1

Four Seasons Park
Expansion

Expand Four Seasons Park to the west
to 66 Street to enhance the parks
connection with the storm water
management facility and the road.

2

New Urban Park
Development

Acquire or redevelop a public parcel to Town
create an Urban Park in the downtown
core of the Town suitable to host
special events such as farmers markets
and civic ceremonies in addition to
informal use by business and patrons of
the Centre-Ville neighbourhood.

$750,000$1,000,000

3

Natural Area
Acquisition

As development occurs, acquire and
maintain the existing forest as natural
area for the enjoyment of residents.

Developer

N/A

4

Forest Heights Linear As development occurs, acquire land
Park Connection
for a new linear park to enhance
connectivity with the eastern edge of
Town.

Developer

N/A

5

SW Neighbourhood
Park Acquisition/
Development

Developer

N/A

6

Montrose Estates
The consultation for this project
Park Redevelopment revealed a desire for the
redevelopment of a park in the
Montrose Estates park to include a
playground.

Town

$60,000-$80,000

As the town continues to develop
within the existing boundary, it is
important that sufficient
neighbourhood parks are allocated to
meet the needs of residents.

Town /
Developer
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$600,000$1,000,000

#

Recommendation

Description

Financial
Responsibility

7

Coloniale Estates
Pocket Park
Redevelopment

8

Montrose Business
It is recommended that an amenity
Centre Amenity Park park be developed for the Montrose
Development
Business Centre which would provide
employees and patrons a park setting
to enjoy.

9

Operations and
Maintenance of
Parks

The Town should regularly maintain
Town
existing parks and open spaces and
their associated features as necessary
to ensure safety and functionality. For
example, the public consultation
revealed that several sports fields are in
need of repair to address issues such as
grading.

A general annual
operational
budget for 2015 is
recommended in
section 8.5,
however site
intensive upgrades
may require
additional budget
allocation.

10 Sobeys to 50th Street

Currently a trail runs east west trail from
Town
Montalet Park to the Sobeys parking lot. It
is recommended that the Town negotiates
with Sobeys to allow for a trail connection
that would connect with 50th St.

$60,000-$70,000

11 Coloniale Golf Club

The golf course creates a major barrier in Town
terms of access to school/park sites for
residents in the NE corner of Town. This
lack of connectivity was noted in the
internal discussion session with
representatives from the school boards
and in the discussion with outdoor sports
groups. The ideal location for the crossing
would be between Coloniale Way and
Rosemount Blvd. as it would utilize existing
PULs between residents on both sides of
the course, is a fairly short distance
between back of lots on either side, and
the positioning of the linkage in relation to
the tee boxes reduces potential for
conflicts with golf balls. It is
recommended that the Town continue
discussions with the Golf Club to explore a
feasible linkage solution, subject to further
administrative review.

$60,000-$80,000

Trail Connection (on
Private Land)

Trail Crossing (on
Private Land)

The northeast section of the Coloniale Town
estates does not meet the target
walking distance to a neighbourhood
park. It is there recommended that the
pocket park identified be redeveloped
with amenities to better serve residents
in the northeast Coloniale Estates.

Opinion of
Probable Capital
Cost to Town

Developer

64 | P a g e
Beaumont Open Space + Trails Master Plan

$80,000-$100,000

N/A

#

Recommendation

Description

Financial
Responsibility

Opinion of
Probable Capital
Cost to Town

12 Primary Trail

Primary trail connections and associated
amenities are recommended to provide
linkages throughout the Town.

Town1/
Developer2

$600,000-700,000

13 Secondary Trail

Secondary trail connections and
associated amenities are recommended
to provide linkages from residential
developments to parks or primary trails.

Town1/
Developer2

$550,000-$600,000

14 Traffic Light Warrant

Conduct a warrant analysis to determine
the feasibility of 50th St and 50th Ave.
pedestrian activated traffic light at the
primary trail/road junctions indicated on
the plan.

Town

$10,000-$15,000

15 Bike Route

Bike routes are proposed to provide
Town
opportunities to provide a recognized
location for people to cycle. It is
recommended that routes be identified
by signage and on road symbols. In
addition, residents(motorists) should be
made aware of these routes through
various sources of information to promote
safe joint use.

Development

Development

Analysis

Identification

16 Regional Trail Linkages It is recommended that Town works with

Developer

$25,000 to $35,000

N/A

adjacent municipalities to plan regional
trail linkages. In the event that
Beaumont's annexation process is
successful, the Town should provide
guidance to developers to ensure the
desired linkages are provided.

17 Tree Planting along
Existing Trails

Additional tree planting along existing
Town
trails is being proposed in response to
feedback received by residents as part of
the consultation for this plan.

$50,000-$100,000

NOTES:
1.
Trail would be developed by Town if proposed trail is being installed as part of a retrofit to an existing
development/park
2.
Trail would be developed by the developer if being installed as part of a proposed development
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Map 10: Strategy Recommendations
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Map

11: Recommended Regional Linkages
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8.3 Forecast of Future Open Space and Trail Requirements
The following forecasts the amount of reserve space (MR, SR, R) that will be required based on
population projections and a service ration of 6 hectares of MR, SR/MSR dedication and 2 km of
trail per 1000 people. This would suggest the need for the Town to acquire 2-3% of land being
subdivided over and above 10% reserve dedication as development occurs over the next 5
years.
Existing
(2014 )

2019

2024

2029

2034

Population
15,858
20,394
25,315
30,652
Reserves (MR, SR, R) 73.0 Ha
122 Ha
152 Ha
184 Ha
Trails
32.7 Km
40.8 Km
50.6 Km
61.3 km
Note: Population based on Beaumont Growth Study 2014 Update

35,738
214 Ha
71.5 Km

8.4 Developers Responsibiltiies
Pre-construction
Submission of development permit application drawing complete with stamped drawings by a
landscape architect registered in Alberta, meeting Town policies and bylaws, and align with the
principles in this plan.

Construction
In terms of open space development, the developer is responsible for grading and drainage,
supply and installation of utilities, perimeter fencing, furniture, playgrounds, sports fields/features,
turf, planting beds, and other amenities, where applicable.

Post Construction
The developer is responsible for maintaining the site up until the issuance of final acceptance (2
years).

8.5 Operations and Maintenance
Regular inspections and maintenance of the Town's open space system are required to identify
and address damage caused overtime by weather and use. With the exception of hazards
(which should be addressed as soon as possible), the frequency of maintenance should depend
on the location, level of park or trail, amount of use and resources available to address
damaged features. As a rule of thumb, the Town's open space assets (including trails) should be
inspected in the spring prior to the heaviest anticipated use in summer.
To address ongoing operational and maintenance requirements, it is recommended that the
town provide annual reserve fund contributions based on parks and open space life cycle
requirements. The table below forecast budgetary requirements based on area of open space
and length of trails.
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Opinion of Probable Operation
and Maintenance Cost

Quantity of
Existing

Projected 2015
Budgetary Requirement

Open Space *

$10,000 per hectare

125.3 hectares

$1,253,000

Trails

$7000 per kilometre

32.7 km

$228,900

* Based on amount of open space shown in Map 1 excluding extent of water for storm water management facilities

8.6 Annexation Considerations
As previously mentioned, the Town has applied to annex portions of Leduc County to the north,
south and west of the existing Town footprint. Should the annexation be successful, there is a
great opportunity to:

Apply the Open Space and Trail Hierarchies and Guidelines
The hierarchy recommendations and developmental guidelines outlined in this Plan provides the
Town with a useful set of tools to direct the development of open space, especially in
undeveloped areas, such as the proposed annexation area. This document would inform the
distribution, allocation, and development of parks and open spaces in the in annexed areas.

Consider a Partnership with the Beaumont and District Agricultural Society (BADAS).
BADAS is a nonprofit organization dedicated to enhancing the quality of life for Beaumont and
surrounding area residents through the promotion of agricultural, recreational and cultural
opportunities. As described in section 2.5, BADAS owns approximately 73 acres and are willing
to discuss with the Town possible partnership opportunities for repurposing of the north portion of
its land to better serve the community and its constituents.

Continue to Develop the Canal as an Open Space Resource
Beaumont's canal system has become a open space asset for the Town by contributing to the
urban forestry and providing a major trail linkage corridor throughout the Town. The preservation
of the canal as a drainage course and the utilization of the land as an recreational amenity
should be continued westward should the annexation be successful. Strategic connections
across the canal may become important to ensure connectivity from one side of the canal to
the other.

Preserve Natural Areas
Natural features such as wetlands and tree stands add diversity to the open space system and
provide wildlife habitat. Hydrological features and vegetation stands should be preserved
wherever possible ideally by via environmental reserve dedication (where applicable).

Municipal Reserve Considerations
Section 666(2) of the Municipal Government Act states: "The aggregate amount of land that
may be required under subsection (1) may not exceed the percentage set out in the municipal
development plan, which may not exceed 10% of the parcel of land less the land required to be
provided as environmental reserve and the land made subject to an environmental reserve
easement." This should be recognized to ensure sufficient municipal reserve (MR), school reserve
(SR) or municipal and school reserve (MSR) is acquired.
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The full 10% MR, SR or MSR should be acquired in residential areas to ensure a base level of open
space for residents.
Section 668(2) of the Municipal Government Act states: " Subject to section 663, when in the
opinion of the subdivision authority a proposed subdivision would result in a density of 30
dwelling units or more per net hectare of developable land, the subdivision authority may
require municipal reserve, school reserve or municipal and school reserve in addition to that
required to be provided under section 666." The Town should therefore acquire additional MR,
SR or MSR land in areas with a density of 30 dwellings or more per net hectare.
Pursuant to Section 671(4) money in lieu of municipal reserve, school reserve, or municipal
school reserve must be only used to fund a public park; a public recreation area; school board
purposes; to separate areas of land that are used for different purposes. Ideally this would
include the active acquisition of lands to form a larger community level park.

Allocate at Least One New Community Park
Successful annexation would approximately double the footprint of the Town. The increased
population base will necessitate the development of at least one new community open space
that would be developed as a major recreational hub. Additional community level parks may
be also be required, depending on the size and function of the first new community level park.

Create Connectivity with East Vistas Urban Growth Node
A new development(East Vistas) has been approved immediately east of Nisku. Beaumont's
proposed annexation area presents the opportunity to create open space connections
between East Vistas and the Town's existing open space assets. Potential connection corridors
to consider would be the canal (as previously discussed) as well as a proposed water trunk line
that is being considered running east/west through the annexation area. Other connection
may be suggested as part of the Capital Region Board's proposed Regional Recreation
Corridors Study and should also be considered.

Acknowledge Regional Trail Linkages
Proposed regional trail connections should be considered for annexed land.
connections could be constructed in conjunction with new developments.

Regional trail

Ensure Joint Use Planning of Open Space Lands involving Schools
The Town should work with respective school boards to ensure the appropriate distribution,
allocation, and location of school sites. Safe transportation and circulation around the school
will have to be determined, along with proposed features and amenities planned for the
municipal reserve.

Complete a Program Needs Assessment for the Active Programatic Requirements
To ensure adequate provision of active sporting facilities conduct a program needs assessment
to determine requirements.

Ensure Area Structure Plans are in Place
As noted in section 8.2, Area Structure Plans should be developed in advance of outline plans to
provide a larger contextual planning framework and vision to guide future open space and
trails.
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Appendix A: Neighbourhood Map

Map 12: Beaumont Neighbourhood Map
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Appendix B: Open Space Development Checklist
The following checklist was developed to assist the Planning Development in the review of Area
Structure Plans, Outline Plans, Subdivision Plans, and Development Permit Applications.
Table D: Open Space Development Checklist
Check all that apply
Principle #1: Strategically Acquire Open Space

 If practical to do so, municipal reserve is adjacent to P.U.L. to maximize perceived size of
municipal reserve.

 Full 10% municipal, school or municipal/school reserve is being allocated in residential
developments.

 Additional municipal, school, or municipal school reserve has been allocated (as per Section
668(2) of the Municipal Government Act) if subdivision results in a density of 30 or more
dwellings per net hectare.

 There is either sufficient municipal reserve, or supplemental reserve has been dedicated.
 Reserve(s) is well distributed in relation to the Town and is located to best meet the needs of
residents it is intended to serve.

 A minimum 7.5m wide public utility lot has been allocated for all off site trail linkages.
 A minimum of 70 trees per hectare is being proposed for community, neighbourhood and
linear parks in addition to storm water management facilities (to be calculated above
normal water level).

 Reserve is well configured and can easily be programmed.


If a community level park is present, it:



 is located along an arterial and major collector road.



 has a minimum 75% street frontage.



 is adjacent to light industrial or commercial land uses, and/ or other public services



 has a minimum 20m vegetated buffer between active programmed use (i.e. sports

such as libraries.

fields) and residential users.



If a neighbourhood park is present, it:



 is centrally located within the neighbourhood, and adjacent to a school if



 is located along a major collector road



 has a minimum 50% street frontage



 has a minimum 20m vegetated buffer between active programmed use (i.e. sports



 is within a 0.8km walking distance of all neighbourhood residents.

applicable.

fields) and residential users.
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If a pocket park is present, it:



 is located in within a residential area with a minimum density of 60 dwellings per net



 has a minimum 40% street frontage.



 is planted with a minimum of 10 trees per 1000m2 of un-programmed space with a

hectare.

targeted amount of 40% coniferous trees where possible.

Principle #2: Ensure Diversity in the Open Space System


The open space design considers the following, where applicable:



 Multi-functional uses.



 variation to traditional playgrounds.



 Seasonal changes.



 Sensory experience.



 Ways of accommodating and promoting pedestrian and other non motorized uses.



 The promotion of the French Heritage Theme.



 Contains natural areas where appropriate.

Principle #3: Design open spaces based on current and anticipated demand

 The site has sufficient on parking in accordance with the Town of Beaumont Land Use Bylaw
to avoid potential conflicts with neighbours.

 The design responds to the demographics of the area in which it is being situated.
 Provides unique or high demand facilities where appropriate.
Principle #4: Create an open space system that is accessible to all residents of Beaumont
regardless of age, ability or finances.

 Contributes to an interconnected system of open spaces with linear parks.
 If fencing is necessary, openings are provided at frequent intervals.
 Washrooms are provide in community, neighbourhood, or urban parks if a building facility is
being proposed.

 Open space features consider universal access and incorporate principles of barrier free
design.

 The design of open space supports intended use (i.e. sufficient parking for sports fields, bike
racks near facilities connected to a multiuse trail. etc).

 If the open space is adjacent to a major facility (i.e. a recreation facility, hospital, etc.), the
open space incorporate amenities that support the facility (i.e. outdoor recreation facility,
healing garden, etc.).

 If the open space in adjacent to workplaces, the open space includes features geared
towards employees (i.e. trails, picnic tables, gathering spaces, etc.)

 If the open space includes recreational opportunities, various levels of expertise are
supported.

 Principles of Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) have been considered.
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Principle #5: Design for Efficiency

 Open space resources are adequately consolidated.
 The level of ongoing level of maintenance has been determined for the site.
 Sufficient resources have been allocated by the Town for the ongoing management and
maintenance of proposed open spaces.

 Partnership opportunities have been explored, if appropriate for the development or sharing
of resources.

Principle #6: Design open space with natural resource protection in mind

 Environmentally friendly options for construction, programming and/or maintenance of the
site have been considered.

 If present, proposed planting plan provides sufficient vegetation for comfort and aesthetics.
 If site contains mature trees, effort has been made to retain as many mature trees as
possible.

 Native plants are proposed or a portion of the site is being naturalized where appropriate.
 Natural site processes and rainwater have been maintained on site wherever feasible, and

Low Impact Development features (bioswales, rain gardens, and bioretention areas) and site
selection criteria have been considered.

Principle #7: Strategically develop trail connections to create a cohesive system

 Trails are in keeping with the vision outlined in the Trail Master Plan.
 Internal trail connections provide adequate circulation around the site.
 Trails create a new connection and avoids duplicating access/parallel trails.
 Trails within the development create affective links with features / trails on adjacent sites.
 External trails provide linkages destinations.
 Trails link with existing trails and trails currently under review in other proposed developments.
 Non motorized transportation has been adequately considered, particularly around schools,
parks and other locations frequented by minors.

 Sufficient crossings are provided if the development is large in scale.
Principle #8:

Utilize trail hierarchy to inform supporting amenities and level of scheduled maintenance.

 Sufficient rest stops are provided along primary trails, preferably no further than 800m apart.
 Tree planting is proposed along trails at a minimum ratio of 50 trees per kilometre
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Appendix C: Survey Instruments
Open Space & Trails Master Plan Household Survey
Dear Resident of Beaumont:
The Town of Beaumont invites your household to provide feedback on its outdoor recreation
facilities, parks, and trails. Your responses will be used to guide the development of the Town’s
Open Space and Trails Master Plan.
Please have an adult in the household answer the questionnaire by considering the needs of all
members of your household. The questionnaire should take about 15-20 minutes to complete. It
is important that we receive your responses in a timely manner. Please complete the survey by
June 20, 2014.
If you have any questions, please call Otshabeng Otshabeng (Director, Parks and Facilities –
Town of Beaumont) at 780.929.8256 or via email at
otshabeng.otshabeng@town.beaumont.ab.ca.
The information requested on this form is being collected under the authority of the Freedom of
Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FOIP). The information collected will be used to
compile information on future community services needs of Town of Beaumont residents; or to
contact draw prize winners. If you have any questions about the collection or use of your
personal information, contact the Town of Beaumont’s FOIP Coordinator at 5600-49th Street,
Beaumont, Alberta T4X 1A1 or (780) 929-8782.
Section I: Current Facility Usage
1) For each of the following Town owned outdoor recreation facilities, parks, and trails in
Beaumont listed below, please indicate how frequently members of your household used
each within the previous 12 months. Please check the appropriate space.
Did not use in
1 – 9 Uses
10 – 20 Uses
21 or more uses
previous 12 months
Lions Spray Park

1 – 9 Uses

10 – 20 Uses

21 or more
uses

Did not use in
previous 12 months

Skateboard Park

1 – 9 Uses

10 – 20 Uses

21 or more
uses

Did not use in
previous 12 months

Ball diamonds

1 – 9 Uses

10 – 20 Uses

21 or more
uses

Did not use in
previous 12 months

Outdoor basketball courts
(Parc Reservoir Park)

1 – 9 Uses

10 – 20 Uses

21 or more
uses

Did not use in
previous 12 months

Small neighbourhood parks
& playgrounds

1 – 9 Uses

10 – 20 Uses

21 or more
uses

Did not use in
previous 12 months

Picnic grounds

1 – 9 Uses

10 – 20 Uses

21 or more
uses

Trout Pond (Don Sparrow
Lake)

1 – 9 Uses

10 – 20 Uses

21 or more
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Did not use in
previous 12 months
Did not use in

1 – 9 Uses

10 – 20 Uses

uses

Did not use in
previous 12 months
previous 12 months

21 or more uses

Soccer pitches

1 – 9 Uses

10 – 20 Uses

21 or more
uses

Did not use in
previous 12 months

Outdoor tennis courts

1 – 9 Uses

10 – 20 Uses

21 or more
uses

Did not use in
previous 12 months

Grass / Sand Volleyball
Courts

1 – 9 Uses

10 – 20 Uses

21 or more
uses

Did not use in
previous 12 months

Outdoor rinks

1 – 9 Uses

10 – 20 Uses

21 or more
uses

Did not use in
previous 12 months

Tobogganing (Parc St. Vital
Park/Library)

1 – 9 Uses

10 – 20 Uses

21 or more
uses

Did not use in
previous 12 months

Community trails / Park trails

1 – 9 Uses

10 – 20 Uses

21 or more
uses

Did not use in
previous 12 months

Football fields

1 – 9 Uses

10 – 20 Uses

21 or more
uses

Did not use in
previous 12 months

Dog off-leash area

1 – 9 Uses

10 – 20 Uses

21 or more
uses

Did not use in
previous 12 months

Parc Quatre Saisons / Four
Seasons Park

1 – 9 Uses

10 – 20 Uses

21 or more
uses

Did not use in
previous 12 months

2) Please identify any enhancements / improvements that could be done to improve your
enjoyment and satisfaction with the outdoor recreation facilities, parks, and trails you
identified in Q1. (If appropriate, please identify the specific sites / locations.)
Type here
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Section II: Trails
3) Consider the trails / multiways throughout Beaumont. Using the list below, please check the
activities that household members participate in on the trails.
Walking
Jogging/running
Inline skating / skateboarding
Dog walking
Bicycling
Cross country skiing
4) Do members of your household use the trail system for transportation – as a way of getting
from one place to another and not solely for recreation or fitness use?
Yes
No
Unsure
5) Listed below are several statements regarding the development and provision of trails in
Beaumont. Please indicate the level to which you agree with each statement using the
following scale:
a. There should be a variety of trail surfaces in Beaumont.
(e.g. paved, gravel, wood chip)
b. Beaumont should consider trails as a way for people to
travel from one place to another and not just for
recreation and fitness.
c. The trail system should be developed so that
connections to regional trails can occur.
d. Expanding the trail network in Beaumont is more
important than ensuring all trails are of high quality.
e. Paved trails should be maintained and cleared
throughout the year.

---

---

-------

Section III: New / Upgraded Leisure, Culture & Recreation Services
6) Answering on behalf of your entire household, do you think that new and / or upgraded
outdoor recreation facilities, parks, and trails should be developed in Beaumont? Please
check your response.
Yes
Not Sure
No (If “No”, please proceed to question # 8)
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7) Answering on behalf of your entire household and recognizing capital and operating costs
associated with new development, please check up to five outdoor recreation facility
components that you think should be considered in future development in Beaumont.
Track and field spaces
Comprehensive trail system
Open spaces (parks, green fields)
BMX bicycle parks
Picnic areas
Festival / special event area
Natural areas / wetlands
Sport fields (i.e. soccer, football, etc.)
Ball diamonds
Child playgrounds
Water spray parks
Outdoor skating rinks
Skateboard parks
Outdoor swimming pools
Beach volleyball courts
Artificial turf sport field
Campgrounds
Outdoor fitness equipment
Other, please specify...
Current number checked: 0 Minimum: 0 | Maximum: 5
Section IV: General Comments
8) Do you have any additional comments to make concerning the future planning of
community services facilities and parks in Beaumont?
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Type here

Section V: Respondent Profile
9) Do you rent or own your home?
Own
Rent
10) How long have you lived in Beaumont?
---

11) Do you expect to be residing in Beaumont for the next five years?
Yes
Not Sure
No
12) Please describe your household by recording the number of members in each of the
following age groups.
(Please do not forget yourself!)
Age 0 to 9
Age10 to 19
Age 20 to 29
Age 30 to 39
Age 40 to 59
Age 60+
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Open Space & Trails Master Plan Household Survey
Dear Resident of Beaumont:
The Town of Beaumont invites your household to provide feedback on its outdoor recreation
facilities, parks, and trails. Your responses will be used to guide the development of the Town’s
Open Space and Trails Master Plan.
Please have an adult in the household answer the questionnaire by considering the needs of all
members of your household. The questionnaire should take about 15-20 minutes to complete. It
is important that we receive your responses in a timely manner. Please complete the survey by
February 20, 2015.
If you have any questions, please call Otshabeng Otshabeng (Director, Parks and Facilities –
Town of Beaumont) at 780.929.8256 or via email at
otshabeng.otshabeng@town.beaumont.ab.ca.
The information requested on this form is being collected under the authority of the Freedom of
Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FOIP). The information collected will be used to
compile information on future community services needs of Town of Beaumont residents; or to
contact draw prize winners. If you have any questions about the collection or use of your
personal information, contact the Town of Beaumont’s FOIP Coordinator at 5600-49th Street,
Beaumont, Alberta T4X 1A1 or (780) 929-8782.
Section I: Current Facility Usage
1) For each of the following Town owned outdoor recreation facilities, parks, and trails in
Beaumont listed below, please indicate how frequently members of your household used
each within the previous 12 months. Please check the appropriate space.
1 – 9 Uses

10 – 20 Uses

21 or more uses

Did not use in
previous 12 months

1 – 9 Uses

10 – 20 Uses

21 or more
uses

Did not use in
previous 12 months

1 – 9 Uses

10 – 20 Uses

21 or more
uses

Did not use in
previous 12 months

1 – 9 Uses

10 – 20 Uses

21 or more
uses

Did not use in
previous 12 months

Outdoor basketball courts (Parc
Reservoir Park)

1 – 9 Uses

10 – 20 Uses

21 or more
uses

Did not use in
previous 12 months

Small neighbourhood parks &
playgrounds

1 – 9 Uses

10 – 20 Uses

21 or more
uses

Did not use in
previous 12 months

1 – 9 Uses

10 – 20 Uses

21 or more
uses

Did not use in
previous 12 months

Trout Pond (Don Sparrow Lake)

1 – 9 Uses

10 – 20 Uses

21 or more
uses

Did not use in
previous 12 months

Soccer pitches

1 – 9 Uses

10 – 20 Uses

21 or more
uses

Did not use in
previous 12 months

Lions Spray Park
Skateboard Park
Ball diamonds

Picnic grounds
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1 – 9 Uses

10 – 20 Uses

21 or more uses

Did not use in
previous 12 months

Outdoor tennis courts

1 – 9 Uses

10 – 20 Uses

21 or more
uses

Did not use in
previous 12 months

Grass / Sand Volleyball Courts

1 – 9 Uses

10 – 20 Uses

21 or more
uses

Did not use in
previous 12 months

Outdoor rinks

1 – 9 Uses

10 – 20 Uses

21 or more
uses

Did not use in
previous 12 months

Tobogganing (Parc St. Vital
Park/Library)

1 – 9 Uses

10 – 20 Uses

21 or more
uses

Did not use in
previous 12 months

Community trails / Park trails

1 – 9 Uses

10 – 20 Uses

21 or more
uses

Did not use in
previous 12 months

Football fields

1 – 9 Uses

10 – 20 Uses

21 or more
uses

Did not use in
previous 12 months

1 – 9 Uses

10 – 20 Uses

21 or more
uses

Did not use in
previous 12 months

1 – 9 Uses

10 – 20 Uses

21 or more
uses

Did not use in
previous 12 months

Dog off-leash area
Parc Quatre Saisons / Four
Seasons Park

2) Please identify any enhancements / improvements that could be done to improve your
enjoyment and satisfaction with the outdoor recreation facilities, parks, and trails you
identified in Q1. (If appropriate, please identify the specific sites / locations.)
Type here

Section II: Trails
3) Consider the trails / multiways throughout Beaumont. Using the list below, please check the
activities that household members participate in on the trails.
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Walking
Jogging/running
Inline skating / skateboarding
Dog walking
Bicycling
Cross country skiing
4) Do members of your household use the trail system for transportation – as a way of getting
from one place to another and not solely for recreation or fitness use?
Yes
No
Unsure
5) Listed below are several statements regarding the development and provision of trails in
Beaumont. Please indicate the level to which you agree with each statement using the
following scale:
a. There should be a variety of trail surfaces in Beaumont.
--(e.g. paved, gravel, wood chip)
b. Beaumont should consider trails as a way for people to
--travel from one place to another and not just for
recreation and fitness.
c. The trail system should be developed so that
--connections to regional trails can occur.
d. Expanding the trail network in Beaumont is more
--important than ensuring all trails are of high quality.
e. Paved trails should be maintained and cleared
--throughout the year.
Section III: New / Upgraded Leisure, Culture & Recreation Services
6) Answering on behalf of your entire household, do you think that new and / or upgraded
outdoor recreation facilities, parks, and trails should be developed in Beaumont? Please
check your response.
Yes
Not Sure
No (If “No”, please proceed to question # 8)
7) Answering on behalf of your entire household and recognizing capital and operating costs
associated with new development, please check up to five outdoor recreation facility
components that you think should be considered in future development in Beaumont.
Track and field spaces
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Comprehensive trail system
Open spaces (parks, green fields)
BMX bicycle parks
Picnic areas
Festival / special event area
Natural areas / wetlands
Sport fields (i.e. soccer, football, etc.)
Ball diamonds
Child playgrounds
Water spray parks
Outdoor skating rinks
Skateboard parks
Outdoor swimming pools
Beach volleyball courts
Artificial turf sport field
Campgrounds
Outdoor fitness equipment
Other, please specify...
Current number checked: 0 Minimum: 0 | Maximum: 5
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Section IV: General Comments
8) Do you have any additional comments to make concerning the future planning of community
services facilities and parks in Beaumont?
Type here

Section V: Respondent Profile
9) Do you rent or own your home?
Own
Rent
10) How long have you lived in Beaumont?
---

11) Do you expect to be residing in Beaumont for the next five years?
Yes
Not Sure
No
12) Please describe your household by recording the number of members in each of the
following age groups. (Please do not forget yourself!)
Age 0 to 9
Age10 to 19
Age 20 to 29
Age 30 to 39
Age 40 to 59
Age 60+
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